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^brnliitm  ftnroin  unb  bite  9cutrd|tl|um. 


^ortrar\  flcöaftcn  in  Der  ficßfiticn  ^aßrcsncrfammfunfl  Der  peutfdi  -Amerißanifdien  ^tOorifdien  ' 
tf)cfelTfd)aft  non  iffiitois,  am  12.  ^eßruar  1007.  non  Äerrn  ölto  5d)ndDer. 


•':}((»  (üüirornien  im  ;^al)re  1850  a(§  3rei= 
ftaat  in  ben  norbameritanifd)en  53unb  aiif= 
iienommen  iinirbe,  ftcinben  bie  $tlaüeul)alter 
be»  3übenö  bor  ber  51)atfac^e,  boB  bie 
Sd)rante  be§  “Missouri  Compromise”, 
mie  iie  feit  breiBic]  beftanben  l)atte, 

nun  bon  bem  "Itorben  burd)brod)en  movben 
mar.  Xie  fiibtid)e  fören-je  ßaüfornien»  reicf)te 
biö  311111  53reitengrab  32,  30  ^JJinuten  unb  bie 
0)reu3e,  metd)e  bis  bat)in  at»  nnberte^Iic^ 
•für  ben  33eftanb  ber  SHaberei  galt,  mar 
30  @rab  30  *i)3tinuten. 

^ie  ^rutftätte  ber  fpdteren  fRebeüion, 
Süb  (Faroüna,  gab  auc^  baniatö  ben  erften 
'-JlnftoB  3iir  Gilbung  einer  neuen  ^-Partei,  ber 
fbvienannten  “Co-operationists,”  bie  ben 
'^Ibfuü  ber  Sübftaaten  offen  prebigte  unb  un= 
ermüblic^  barauf  ftin  arbeitete,  eine  3:ren= 
nung  bon  bem  ^Jiorben  Ijerbei  311  fül)ren. 
Cviner  nuferer  t}erborragenbften  beutfd)en 
'}(büptibbürger,  5rau3  Sieber,  311  jener 
'Profeffor  an  ber  Staatö=Uniberfität  in 
O'otumbia,  B.  (5.,  befämpfte  bie  33emegung 
biird)  ©ort  unb  (5d)rift.  ^amatö  mar  e» 
fogar  in  9]iaffac^ufett§  gefä^rlid)  ^^(nti= 
3t(aberei  (^efinnungen  311  ^egen,  aber  meit 
gefährlicher  mar  bie»  in  Siib=(^aroüna. 
Xennod)  bereitete  fich  Sieber  für  eine  fHebe 
bor,  bie  er  am  4.  ;Viü  1851  in  O^reenbille,  ©. 
(N.,  hatten  foUte.  Xaran  berhinbert,  tiefi er  fie 
bruden  uub  gab  ihr  eine  meite  3Serbreitung. 
Xurd)  eine  ttaffifche  Pemeiöführung  berfuchte 
er  bie  33ürger  311  überzeugen,  baB  nur  burd) 
ben  gortbeftanb  eines  bereinigten  Staaten= 
bunbeS  bie  5Öohtfahrt  bes  Sanbe»  erhalten 
bleiben  tonnte.  (5r  führte  fie^iirüdin  baS 
^^(Iterthum,  in  bie  Otefd)id)te  OlriechentanbS, 
mie  fie  XheufbbibeS  befchrieben,  bermieS  fie 
bann  auf  bas  anbere  traurige  53i(b  ftaat* 
lieber  3fi‘fptitterung  unb  Uneinigfeit,  baS 
bamatige  Xeutfd)tanb,  unb  fd)toB  mit  bem 
inbrünftigen  ^tachruf  : God  save  the 


Common  Wealth!  God  save  the  Com- 
mon Bond ! 5h3enig  follten  biefe  2öorte 
nüBen ! gibbier  entfi^iebener  berfotgten  bie 
Sttabenhatter  bas  31^1'  Xvennung  bon  bem 
^torben,  Unabhängigteit  für  ben  «Silben. 
3mmer  brohenber  trat  ben  Staatsmännern 
beS  3?orbenS  ber  Perfaü  beS  StaatenbunbeS 
bor  i^tugen. 

^(merita  mar  bon  jeher  baS  Sanb  beS 
'^luSgteiches  unb  mirb  eS  auch  ftetS  bleiben. 
6S  tag  bemnach  gau3  in  ber  ^3tatur  ber  Sache, 
aber  es  mar  aui^  ein  PerhängniB,  als  Stephan 
VI.  XouglaS  bon  SüinoiS  1854  baS  brohenbe 
05efpenft  ber  Ütebetlion  burch  einen  VluSgleid) 
311  befd)mi(htigen  fud)te.  Xurd)  biefen  follten 
jebem  Staate  alle  Vltad)tbefugniffe  ber  Selbfl= 
regierung  berliehen  merben,  folange  fie  nicht 
ben  53eftimmungen  ber  53unbeSberfaffung 
miberliefen.  (JS  mar  bieS  bie  Populär 
(Squatter)  Sovereignty  ober  Kansas- 
Nebraska  Bill,  melche  bie  Stlaberei  3111* 
“Local  Option”  in  allen  Staatdi  erhob  unb 
fie  mürbe  nach  einem  ber3meifelten  llampfe 
im  Congrefi  angenommen. 

iß}aS  ben  Sübftaaten  als  ,^öber  hfage= 
morfen  mürbe,  um  fie  311  beruhigen,  baS 
entflammte  nun  in  bem  Vtorben  eine  längft 
berhaltene  (Sntrüftung  über  bie  Sd)anbe  beS 
3ahrhunbertS.  Sie  führte  alle  (Elemente 
3iifammen,  bie  bis  jept  in  Bielen  gactionen 
ihre  Sonberintereffen  geförbeit  hatten  unb 
eS  maren  hauptfächlid)  bie  Xeiitfchen,  bie 
burd)  biefen  llebergriff  311  oereintem  Raubein 
ermuthigt  mürben.  'iOenige  Xage,  nad)bem 
bie  Vorlage  im  CongreB  eingereicht  morben 
mar,  erlieBen  bie  banialigen  Vtebatteiire  ber 
SllinoiS  StaatS3eitiing,  Oleorg  Sd)iteiber  unb 
Oeorg  .^illgärtner  einen  Vlufruf  311  einer 
proteftoerfammlung,  bie  am  20.  3anuar 
1854  abgehalten  mürbe.  Xiefe  Perfamm^ 
hing  mar  jebenfalls  bie  erfte  öffentlid)e 
.^nnbgebung  unb  ber  erfte  VlnftoB,  bie  halb 
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5ur  (^jrünbinift  ber  rebiibütanifd)en  gartet 
führen  foüten.  ^3?ad)bem  bie  33ill  iin 
1854  c^emorben  war,  luaren  e§  (^biiarb 
Sd)Uic\er  Don  ber  (U)lcn(;ü  Union,  3ri^  33an= 
mann  nnb  Vlnbere,  bie  eine  ^erfammhinci 
einberiefen.  3^^  biefer  oerbrannten  fie 
^on^laö  in  effigie.  ^er  (tan,^e  ^torben  er= 
I)üb  fid)  in  gorni^er  (^ntrüftnnc^  über  baö 
neue  Oiefeb  nnb  brndte  feinen  Uinoillen  in 
^-ProteftOerfainmtunöen  an»,  ^eitenbe  5)Kin^ 
ner  bilbeten  nun  bie  repnblitanifc^e  Partei: 
"5)ie  Whigs,  bie  Freesoilers,  bie  Ameri- 
can Party,  beffer  unter  bem  ^Jtamen  Know- 
nothings  befannt  nnb  Oornebniüd)  bie  ^eiit= 
fd)en,  bie  biö  bat)in  bem  oertodenben  nnb 
tuobifünöenben  ^tarnen  ^emotraten  (tefot^t 
maren,  fc^aarten  fit^  um  bie  neue  Stanb= 
arte  unb  mnrben  bebeutenbe  g-actoren  bei 
ber  (^ntmideUini;  ber  (^reigniffe.  ^(brat)am 
!^incütn,  ber  feit  1849  oom  ßongreü  gurnd= 
t^efet)rt,  ftill  unb  jnrüd^ejoöen  feiner  ^-ßraris 
at§  i^lbootat  in  ©bringfietb,  3Ü.,  nad)öing, 
fal)  fid)  auf  einmal  in  einen  Strubel  l)inein  t^e= 
^ogen,  ber  im  Saufe  meniger  3al)re  jn  ben 
l)ol)en  SBogen  führte,  auf  benen  er  jur 
llnfterblii^teit  getracjen  mürbe. 

Sie  jmei  3al)re  oon  1854  biö  1856  nm= 
faxten  eine  ^>eriobe  ber  ä^erfi^meljung  alter 
Parteien,  aii§  ber  bie  neue  gegoffen  mürbe, 
unb  biefe  l)ielt  nun  in  ben  Oerfd)iebenen 
Staaten 

ganifation  oeroollftänbigen,  bie  in  einer 
^tationalüerfammlung  il)re  eigenen  ^U*äfibent= 
fc^aftSlanbibaten  aufftellen  tonnte.  i}lm  22. 
gebruar  1856  ^atte  fid)  in  Secatur,  3ö-/ 
eine  SSerfammlung  oon  S^ebafteuren  einge= 
funben,  bie  über  ein  Programm  fc^lüffig 
mürbe,  ba§  fpüter  auf  ber  Staat50erfamm= 
lung  in  SBloomington  am  29.  Üliai  bnr(^= 
geführt  merben  follte.  33ei  einer  Üteunion, 
bie  im  3^^^’^  Oon  ben  menigen  Ueber= 
lebenben  biefer  33erfammlung  abge^alten 
mürbe,  er^ö^lte  einer  ber  S^eilne^menben, 
^aul  Selbt),  über  ben  3Sorgang  ber  Secatur 
i^erfammlung: 

“Withoiit  disparagement  to  any,  it  is 
safe  to  say,  that  Dr.  Chas  H.  Ray  (of 


% 


the  Chicago  Tribüne)  and  George 
Schneider  (of  tlie  111.  Staats  Zeitung) 
vvere  Controlling  factors  in  framing  the 
platform — the  former  in  conjiinction 
vvith  Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  clear  eniinci- 
ation  of  the  princijdes  of  the  new  i)arty 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  the  latter 
as  the  faithful  representative  of  the  Ger- 
man Anti-Nebraska  element,  in  hi^^ 
championship  of  religious  tolerance, 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  naturaliza- 
tion  laws  as  they  were,  as  against  th-.’ 
deniand  for  the  exclusion  of  persons  of 
foreign  birth  from  the  rights  of  x\mer- 
ican  citizenship.” 

Sie  meiften  !:i3efd)lüffe  nnb  (5mpfel)liingcn, 
bie  l)ier  oorbereitet  mürben,  fanben  5lufnal)ine 
auf  ber  Staatöoerfammlnng  in  33looming= 
ton  nnb  fie  finb  beöl)alb  oon  befonberem 
3ntereffe,  meil  fie  ba§  politifc^e  65lauben»= 
betenntnip  Sincolnö  enthielten,  ba»  er 
felbft  bamalö  oerfafd  batte  nnb  i()m  in  feiner 
fpiUeren  Sanfbapn  al»  li)üd)tfd)niir  biente. 

Sie  erfte  repnblüanifcbe  ^3iationaloer= 
fammtung  fanb  in  ^U)itabelpbia  am  17. 
3uni  1856  ftatt.  Unter  ben  Selegaten  be= 
fanben  ficb  nennjel)n  Sentfcbe.  Srei  baoon 
6jeorg  Sd)ueiber,  (5l)itdgo,  granci^  (^rimm, 
33elleoille,  nnb  ^bi^iPb  Sor^b^ioier, 

33uffato,  91.  'Ö-,  bi^tt^n  Dieben.  Sen  Sept= 
genannten  ftellte  ber  33orfipenbe,  (^ouoerneur 
Cleoelanb,  ber  Dlerfammlung  Oor,  aly  “a 
large,  good  looking  man  and  a Dutch- 
man”. Samalö  flang  biefe§  2Bort 
“Dutchman”  b^ii’t.  Senn  mir  miffen, 
bie  gan^e  Siteratur  eineö  (Soetbe  unb  Schiller 
batte  eö  nicht  oermod)t  bem  Seutfi^tbum 
bae  Dlnfeben  in  ber  3öelt  ju  geben,  mie  e« 
in  ben  3dbren  1870/71  auf  ben  Scbla(bt= 
felbern  granfrei(^b§  erobert  mürbe.  Dlber 
Sor§bcimer  .blieb  bem  ©errn  DSorfipenben 
bie  Dlntmort  ni(bt  f(bulbig.  (Sr  banfte  ihm 
für  bie  (Sröpe  be§  Compliments  unb  be= 
tbeuerte  ben  größten  Stolg  auf  feine  $er= 
funft.  9Il§  über  bie  Canbibaten  abgeftimmt 
mürbe  unb  bie  2öabl  auf  gremont  unb 
Sapton  gefallen  mar,  fanb  man,  ba^  Sincoln 
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110  etimmeu  für  bie  C^anbibatur  ber  3>i5e= 
präfibentfc^aft  erbalten  bdtte. 

Oluftan  ,Uoerner,  ber  bie  flanje  i^einegun^ 
mit  öropem  'llüBtrauen  anc^efeben  iiiib  auö 
biefem  Oiriinb  einen  in  bem  Staats= 

^entralconiite  an^ciefd)lac\en  b^tte,  mar  al» 
3anluä  in  ber  Oonnention  erfd)ienen  nnb 
tebrte  al§  '-)laiihiö  in  feine  ^^eiinatb  snrüd. 
'-13ei  ber  5i^abl  fiepte  bie  (Gegenpartei  nnb 
nun  fainen  einige  Sabre  anfregenber  fd)merer 
'^Irbeit.  18^8  brebte  fii^  ber 

Mampf  in  Senatorenmürbe 

i^mifcb^^^  ^ongla»  nnb  Lincoln  nnb  führte 
1860  511  ber  (Ernennung  2incoIn§  aU  ^rä= 
fibentfcbaftöcanbibat.  C^arl  Scbnr^  erjüblt 
in  feinen  (^rinnerungeblüttern,  mie  er  turj 
nach  feiner  Ütüdtebr  non  (Europa  nod)  beut= 
fcbe  ^Keben  bf^^l  für  gremont,  mie  er  1857 
alö  ßanbibat  für  ba»  5?i,^egouoerneur§amt 
in  SBieconfin  unterlag  nnb  mie  er  1858  aU 
englifcber  fHebner  in  bem  2öabltampfe  ^mifcben 
Xonglaö  nnb  Lincoln  für  ben  le^teren  ein= 
trat.  ^llu(^  (Guftao  ,^oerner,  beffen  frühere 
greuiibfchaft  für  Soiigla»  nun  ertaltet  mar, 
beftieg  bie  ^h'ebnerbühne  nnb  fej^te  feinen 
ganzen  (^infliiB  nnb  fein  gan^e»  .<^önnen  für 
lUncoln  ein.  Lincoln  unterlag  jmar  in  ber 
Senatorenmahl,  aber  er  hdtte  burd)  feine 
fdjarfe  Sogit  in  ber  Debatte,  huxd)  feine 
manne  i^ertheibigung  eine»  menfd)lid)en  unb 
geredjten  Stanbpuntte»  fich  einen  auöge= 
zeichneten  Gramen  ermorben,  ber  ihm  halb 
eine  Diel  höh^^^  5l3ürbe  einbringen  follte. 
Xenn  nun  tarnen  bie  Xage  ber  Cfl)icago 
Glational=5^erfammlung  in  1860.  53i§  1856 
ftanben  fid)  oon  beutfd)en  gührern  nod)  zmei 
gractionen  fchroff  gegenüber.  Xaöfelbe  ^?ip=. 
trauen,  ba»  ,^oerner  bi»  zur  iphfldbelphia 
i^erfammlung  gehegt  hotte,  erfüllte  noch 
immer  bie  alten  0 r=^td)tunbPierziger'' 
mit  einer  gropen  Scheu  uor  ber  neuen  ®e= 
fellfchaft,  mit  ber  fie  nun  gemeine  Sache 
mad)en  follten.  Sie  maren  ftets  Xemotraten 
gemefen  unb  e»  toftete  eine  grope  Ueber= 
minbung  mit  Whi«:s,  Freesoilers  unb 
Know-nothing-=l'euten  znfammen  zu  arbei= 
ten.  (Einige  blieben  freimillig  zurüd,  aber  bei 


meitem  bie  einflupreichften  unb  bebeutenb= 
ften  biefer  ^IJiinner  fd)loffen  fid)  nun  ber 
republitanifchen  ^lartei  an.  Xazu  gehörten 
A>ermann  , Kriege  unb  ))üd)ter  IGoepp  oon 
Gtem  'Öort;  Xr.  -£>ering  unb  Seibenftider 
Sr.  oon  ^^lennfploanien;  'Ulbert  Sange  unb 
Xr.  |)ornburg  oon  Snbiana;  .^)einrich  -^lod) 
oon  Xubugue;  griebrich  Glhcench  oon  G3?if= 
fouri  unb  Sohn  'F.  Stallo  oon  (Cincinnati. 
3u  biefen  'Ulten  gefeilte  fich  nun  bie  grope 
'Unzahl  ber  jungen  48er  S-reiheitetümpfer,  bie 
fid)  mit  mahrem  genereifer  in  bie'^lntiftlaoerei= 
^emegung  ftürzte.  Xie  Xeutfd)en  betümmer= 
ten  fi(^  znm  erften  9)tat  thatträftig  um 
^olitit.  Gtid)t  meniger  al»  42  hotten  fid) 
al§  Xelegaten  auf  ber  Dlationaloerfammlung 
eingefunben.  Xeren  hotte  Glliffouri  allein 
fünf,  bie  Herren  griebrid)  Dlhiend),  (Carl 
^öernap»,  Xr.  33run§,  '^Irnolb  .Bredel  unb 
Xr.  ^l.  |)ammer,  gefanbt.  (Guftao  ^loerner 
unb  (Georg  Sd)neiber  oertraten  Sllinoi«, 
^arl  Schurz  5.lMöconfin  unb  griebrich  Ä^affau= 
red  Cl)to.  33on  ^ennfploanien’.»  27  Xele= 
gaten  mar  faft  bie  .^ölfte  beutfch-  91?an 
hatte  Sincoln  ben  oierfchrötigen,  ungelenten 
^Hiegelfpalter  oon  3Uinoi§  nicht  al»  einen 
Dllann  gehalten,  ber  ben  Sbealen  entfprad), 
bie  man  bei  bem  Oberhaupt  einer  gropen 
Gktion  gemöhnlid)  oorau»fept,  aber  (Guftao 
.^oerner,  al§  Gliitglieb  be»  Staat»zentral= 
comite§,  brad)te  znerft  bie  Sprad)e  auf  il)u 
al§  einen  Oompromipcanbibaten,  im  gaüe 
man  fid)  auf  einen  anberen  nicht  einigen 
tonnte.  Somit  mürbe  im  Xremont  ,^aufe 
ein  2incoln=C>auptquartier  eröffnet  unb  oon 
•bort  auö  eine  ftille  'Agitation  betrieben,  mo= 
bei  .^oerner  l)ouptfäd)lid)  unter  ben  beutfd)en 
Xelegaten  thätig  mar. 

(^arl  Schurz  hotte  burd)  feine  au^ge= 
zeichneten  'Heben  in  ben  oorhergehenben 
'I6ahltämpfen  fid)  einen  gropen  ^Huf  er= 
morben,  fo  bap  fein  (Srfd)einen  fofort  mit 
lautem  'Hpplau^  begrüf5t  mürbe,  alö  er  mit 
'-ßrefton  ,(ling  oon  Giern  'J)ort  bie  ^l)i'^  hatte 
ben  permanenten  itorfipenben  ber  i^er= 
fammlung,  (George  'llfhtnm,  z»  feinem  SiP 
ZU  begleiten,  (f-r  mar  beauftragt,  bie  'Ho= 


(kS 
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mimitiüii  3Bni.  »!').  Beiuarbö  gu  iinter= 
ftübeu,  nad)beni  (^Dartö  Don 

^Jieui  'Jjort  beu  ^Jiainen  Dorc\efd)lac\eu 

mar  er  mit  ,^oerner,  !^ernai)ö,  Otto 
iiiib  §atterfd)iebt  ein  9Jüt(;üeb  beö  C^omites 
für  baö  ^arteiproc\ramm  unb  bie  33efd)tü)(e. 

fütd)e  mären  fie  fepr  beforcit  nm  bie 
^i'Jal)rniu]  ber  ^iaturalifation§re(^te,  bie  man 
immer  nod)  in  (^iefal)r  mät)nte,  loeil  fi(^  nun 
bie  frül)eren  Know-nothing=^-?lnt)äiu'ier  in 
ber  ^-Partei  befanben.  Xiefer  ^-Para^rapt)  14 
mnrbe  and)  mirtlid)  gnm  föe^enftanb  einer 
läiu]eren  S5)ebatte,  bie  'IBitmot  Don  'pennii)t= 
Denia  bnrc^  eine  Dorc^efdjlacjene  ^(enbernnci 
anc\ere^t  l)atte.  5Jad)bem  biefein  C^errn 
jebod)  ber  ^^aracirapt)  niU)er  erttiirt  morben 
mar,  jo^  er  feinen  ^llntrac^  gnriid,  aber 
0d)iirj  l)atte  nun  Gelegenheit  511  ^Bort  311 
tommen  nnb  er  beniipte  fie.  ^iefe  ^Knfprache 
enthält  eine  fo  aii6brüdlid)e  ^Behauptung 
über  bie  ©timmenfraft  be§  bamaligen 
®eutfd)thum§  nnb  tennjeidjnet  bie  33efd)eiben= 
heit  beöfelbejt  in  ber  ^olitif  fo  genau,  bap  ich 
gern  einige  ©äpe  baran§  ermähne.  Gr  fagte: 
©ie  beutf(hen  ülepiiblitaner  ber  ^Jorbftaaten 
gaben  ihnen  300,000  Stimmen  nnb  ich  hoff^/ 
bah  Sicherheit  Der= 

einbaren  fönnen  3hnen  noch  300,000  mehr 

(^n  geben Sie  maren  nicht  nur  ftet§ 

bie  getreueften,  fonbern  aiuh  bie  felbftlofeften 
^lllitglieber  ber  republifanifhen  Partei .... 
5Bir  tommen  nie  511  Sh^en,  nm  irgenb  eine 
Gnnftermeifung  511  Derlangen;  mir  tommen 
nie  gu  3hnen  mit  irgenb  melchen  5lnmap= 
nngen ; alles  m a S m i r D 0 n 3 h n e n D e r= 
langen,  i ft,  b a p e S u n S ertaubt  fei, 
inShtenfReihengu  tämpfen,  im 
35ertrauen  auf  3h^^  Grunbfäpe 
unb  uns  felbft  jür  Ghte. 

griebrich  ©affaurect  Don  Gincinnati 
folgte  Garl  Schürf  in  einer  turgen  Infprache, 
in  melcher  er  feine  treue  ^nhänglichteit  für 
fein  ^IboptiDDaterlanb  als  echter  ^Imeritaner 
betheuerte  unb  ftellte  in  5tuSficht,  bap  Chm 
mehr  al§  20,000  beutfche  Stimmen  für  bie 
republitanifchen  Ganbibaten  abgeben  mürbe, 
'llbraham  Sincoln  mürbe  als  Ganbibat 


gemählt  nnb  foltte  mie  üblid)  biirch  ein 
Gomite  Don  feiner  Grnennung  formell  in 
.^enntnip  gefept  loerben.  (BuftaD  ^oerner, 
ber  jmei  Stnnben  Dor  biefem  in  Spring= 
fielb  angelangt  mar,  begab  fid)  fofort  nach 
l^incolnS  SBohnung  unb  fanb  beffen  Jrau, 
bie  er  fd)on  in  iBejington,  .^p.,  als  fDüp 
3:obb  tennen  gelernt  hntte,  babei  befchäftigt, 
einen  3mt^ih  mit  Dnb  Ghampagner 

her^urid)ten.  .^oerner,  ber  mit  Jrau  iOncoln 
auf  fel)r  Dertrauten  Jupe  ftanb,  frug  fie: 
„3BaS  folt  baS  fein,  93Gm),  bas  fcpidt  fid) 
nid)t,  eS  finb  Dielleid)t  einige  3:otal=^lbfti= 
nengler  unter  ben  «t^erren,  bei  Denen  bas 
^Inftop  erregen  mürbe.  2Beg  mit  ben 
Sad)en.  Gin  ,^rug  mit  GiSmaffer  im  53i= 
btiott)et,^immer  ift  alles,  maS  nötl)ig  ift. 
^Bhiötei)  unb  Gl)umpagner  mürben  nicht 
ferDirt  unb  alle  33iograpl)en  Sincotn  er= 
mähnen  bie  Gpifobe,  mie  bie  Herren  Dom 
Gomite  auf  bie  einfad)fte  ^Beife  empfangen 
unb  mit  ^IBaffer  trattirt  mürben. 

lUncoln  mürbe  ^räfibent.  — 3rgenb  ein 
anberer  Ganbibat,  ob  Semarb,  Ghufe, 
33ates  ober  Gameron  märe  als  fold)er  aud) 
ermäl)lt  morben,  benn  hmr  mar  es  nicht 
ber  f)31ann,  ber  gum  Sieg  führte,  fonbern 
ein  gropeS  ^piringip,  bas  burch  bie  ^anfaS= 
DlebraSta  ®ill  ju  einer  lobernben  glamme 
angefad)t,  nicht  mehr  burch  auSgteichenbe 
fDlapregeln  ju  unterbrüden  mar.  CaS 
geuer  mupte  auSbrennen.  5llle  53ebingungen 
311  einem  Siege  SincolnS  maren  günftig. 
33ier  Ganbibaten  maren  im  gelb,  bie  ju= 
fammen  4,680,093  Stimmen  erhielten. 
^on  biefen  gerfplitterten  fich  2,813,741 
Stimmen  an  brei  Ganbibaten  unb  ber  Dierte, 
Lincoln,  blieb  mit  1,866,352  Stimmen 
Sieger.  33on  ben  2, 813, 741  Stimmen  bef am 
33eU,  ber  Know-nothing  Ganbibat  590,631, 
3.  G.  Sredenribge  ber  ^ro  = StlaDerei= 
bemofrat  847,953  unb  CouglaS,  ber  Union 
Cemofrat,  1,375,157  Stimmen.  31ehmen 
mir  nun  bie  3ahlen  beS  Garl  Schurj  als 
mapgebenb  an,  nach  melchem  baS  Ceutfch= 
thum  in  1856  300,000  Stimmen  in  ben 
Staaten  3üinoiS,  3t^biana,  3oma,  f)3Uchi= 
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\\an,  ^JJinnefota,  CI) io  iinb  W'ieconfin  fül- 
lte repiiblitanifd)e  abi]ec\eben  I)atte, 

bann  bebavf  e»  taiim  einer  loeiteren  53e= 
uiei5fiU)riin^,  bap  lUncoIn  biird)  biebeutid)en 
Stimmen  eniHU)lt  unirbe.  Xenn  5iet)en  mir 
bie  300,000  Stimmen  oon  Lincoln  ab  nnb 
red)nen  [ie  Xoii^Ia»  511,  bann  iit  ber  leptere 
108,805  Stimmen  Lincoln  ooraiiy.  Xie 
Xt)at|ac^e  ift  aber,  bap  bie  Xentidjen  eine 
niet  ciröpere  Stimmensat)!  !^incoIn  c\aben. 
Xer  Stimmen^nmad)»  oon  1860  über  1856 
betrug  etmae  über  330,000  in  ben  oben^e= 
nannten  ^iorbmeltftaaten.  5Ison  1850  bi» 
1859  tarnen  allein  976,678  (Sinmanberer  \m 
l\inb,  Oon  Denen  |ic^  bie  meiften  in  biefen 
Staaten  anfiebelten.  Dltic^igan 

nnb  SBieconfin  ^emäl)rten  baö  Stimmrecht 
fd)on  nach  einem  i^^ahr  ^Infenthalt  nnb  bie 
iltehrjahl  ber  bamalö  (Singemanberten  be= 
[tanb  an»  groBjährigen  Xenti^en.  Somit 
tönnen  mir  [icher  annehmen,  bafe  gnm  menig= 
[ten  450,000  bentfehe Stimmen  für  Lincoln  ab= 
gegeben  mnrben.  Lincoln  rnnfOe,  ma»  er  ben 
Xentf(hen  gn  Oerbanten  hotte,  nnb  mar  gern 
bereit,  fid)  erfennttich  geigen,  fogar  bann, 
menn  fie  nichts  oerlangten.  So  fing  Lincoln 
einmal  grip  C^eder,  al»  biefer  halb  nai^  ber 
Inaug-uration  nach  59afl)ington  getommen 
mar,  nad)  Xr.  (?  r n ft  S d)  m i b t oon 
O'hicago,  ben  er  mät)renb  feinen  beiben  (7am= 
pagnen  getroffen  nnb  oon  Dem  er  miiBte,  baB 
ereifriginfeinem  3ntereffetl)atiggemefen  mar: 
“What  became  of  that  long  red-haired 
Dutchman,  Dr.  Schmidt?  Almost 
every  Dutchman  has  been  in  here,  ask- 
ing  for  a job;  why  doesn’t  he  come 
in?” 

XoB  e6  inbeffen  bamal«  nur  oerl)ältniB= 
müBig  menig  Xeutfd)e  gegeben  l)ot,  bie  fich 
gn  ^Kemtern  Drängten,  fcheint  aiiö  Dem 
Government  Blue  Book  h^^^borgiigehen, 
einem  amtlichen  namentlichen  i^ergeichniB  aller 
iiDkegiernngöämtern  ^Ingeftellten,  mit^Kngabe 
ihrer  .^ertiinft,  baö  alle  gmei  3al)re,  batirt 
oom  30.  September,  h^ronögegeben  mirb. 
Xenn  in  Dem  oon  1863  finbet  fid)  im  Staat»= 
Xepürtement  in  iilafhington  unter  30  ^llnge= 


ftellten  mir  ein  eingiger  Xentfd)er,  nnb  Da» 
mar  John  ^IMcoIap,  ber  ‘^jlrioatfetretär 
Idncoln»  mährenb  feiner  gangen  ^^räfibenb 
fd)aft,  ber  fpüter  mit  Jol)n  -£^ai)  eine  nm= 
fangreid)e  53iograpl)ie  Idncoln»  l)?niii»gab. 
Jm  erften  Jal)r  Oon  i^incoln»  ^Kegiernng 
finben  mir  auf  283  auömörtigen  ^llemtern 
nod)  21  Xentfd)e.  Xarnnter  befanben  fid) 
giir  ^orl  Sd)nrg  al»  Gefanbter  in 

Spanien,  griebrid)  $)affanred  al»  ftänbiger 
Olefanbter  in  Cnito  (^quabor,  6l)o».  “Dt.  Üiiotte 
al»  Gefanbter  in  Ciofta  9iica,  ij^i'oiann  .^reiB= 
mann  alö  ^egation»fetretär  in  53erlin,  bann 
Oieorg  Sd)neiber,  Xl)eo.  O'anifiu»,  ^^einrid) 
53oernftein  nnb  (i.  2. 53ernai)»  auf  6onfnlat»= 
poflen  in  (Europa.  ^mi  Jal)re  fpüter  be= 
fanben  fii^  auf  310  anemärtigen  '•^(emtern 
mir  nod)  15  Xeiitfd)e.  Jm  St^aBamt  maren 
Oon  1200  ^Ingeftellten  nur  17  Xentfd)e.  Jm 
3otlanit  maren  oon  2532  ^Kngeftellten  nur  74 
Xeiitfd)e.  33on  119  Xanipfboot=Jnfpeftoren 
mar  mir  einer  ein  Xentfeher.  Jm  2eiid)t= 
thnrmbienft  maren  oon  486  mir  gmei  Xeiitfd)e. 
Jm  Jnftigamt  befanb  fid)  unter  246  ^lnge= 
ftellten  lein  eingiger  Xentfd)er  unb  im  .Qriege= 
Department  befanben  fid)  in  ber  2ifte  ber 
regn  lären  ^Irmee  oon  5700  Cffigieren 
nur  163  Xeutfehe.  J.  G.  ^Kofengarten  gäl)lt 
in  feiner  Sd)rift  ,,The  German  Soldier 
in  thewars  of  the  United  States”  Oon 
freimilligen  nnb  regulären  Cffigieren  gn= 
fammen  nur  230  bentfehe  3himen  auf,  bod) 
habe  ii“h  im  Gangen  378  gefiinben.  Jmmerhin 
befinben  fich  io  biefeni  offigiellen  i^ergeid)iiiB 
oon  12,598  ^tarnen  nur  338  Xentfd)e.  'lllfo 
mit  ^lied)t  tonnte  idncoln  bamal»  fagen: 
“Wh3"  doesn’t  that  Dutchman  ever 
come  around  for  a job.” 

Xer  .^rieg  hotte  begonnen.  Xa»  erfte  ^lnf= 
gebot  oon  75,000  ^Ikann  erfüllte  fofort  fern= 
fehenbe  ^Ihinner  mit  grofger  'IgeforgiüB,  ob 
ühncotn  mirtlich  einer  fold)en  ,Clataftropl)e  ge= 
mad)fen  fei.  Selbft.Uoerner nannte  biefe»^.Hnf= 
gebot  “pusillanimous”  nnb  Oermie»  2in= 
coln  auf  ben  Sonberbnnb»frieg  ber  Sd)meig, 
al»  biefe  mingige  ^Kepiiblid  fofort  150,000 
^Ikann  inö  J-elb  ftellte.  3o^ei  ^^Infgebote  oon 
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je  800, 000  ‘'JJJann  folciten  vafc^  aiifeinoiiber. 
;'\n  allen  lU-öHereu  Stabten  be»  i'anbes  unir= 
ben  bent[d)e  'Jte^iinenter  t^ebilbet.  ^n  ^3tem 
Vjort  biirct)  Oberft  Sd^marjmälber,  ber  fd}on 
iin  ^iiU  1801  ,^nm  53ric\abet^eneral  beförbert 
unirbe,  bann  bnrd)  bie  Oberften  ^Hofa  nnb 
lltetternid).  iUnt  bovt  an§  nnirbe  and)  ber 
^ilerfnd)  t]einad)t,  alle  bentfd)en  freuuillu^en 
^Hec\iinenter  ^n  Deveinicien  nnb  ein  (ünnite 
beftel)enb  anö  ben  .t>erren  JlVfenbonf, 

^riebrid)  .IJ^apb/  '-^iVirnitefjel,  C^bnarb 

non  ber  .t^epbt,  Sitvönninb  -^anfniann,  ^^llbert 
'-13foiu],  (^rnft  53rebt,  (U)aö.  |>anfelt  nnb  Or. 
0'.S5;r).  llteiei^nnir  noni  Oionnernenr  ernuid)tk)t 
luorben,  eineik^laimir^}lnöfnl)rmu)beö  Unter= 
nel)inenö  an^^narbeiten.  ^ier  in  (^picat^o 
folt)ten  bie  inneren  Oentfd)en  panptfac^lid) 
bem  9hif  ber  48er  greipeit^tüinpfer  Siegel 
nnb  §eder.  Oaö  Sii]el=^nrnerrec\iment, 
ba^  f)eder  9tei]iinent;  bie  Union  trabet»,  bie 
^tortl)ineftern  ',Hifleö  nnb  SIl)ieleniann§  Ua= 
nallerie  maren  bie  .'pdoptan^iepiinij^^nintte  für 
eine  fainpflnftii]e  patriotifd)e  Siic^enb.  (flnftan 
,^\')erner  l)atte  fid)'  non  pier  an§  barnin  be= 
fiimmert,  bie  33ilbnnö  einer  bentfd)en  33rit)abe 
511  Stanbe  311  bringen,  aber  ba§  itanje  Unter= 
nepnien  ftiep  auf  ben  entfd)iebenen  3lMber= 
ftanb  be»  .^riegyfetretärö  (fanieron,  ber  nun 
non  ben  Oentfepen  nerbäeptigt  nnirbe,  natin= 
iftifepe  iUn-nrtpeile  c;ei,]en  fie  311  pegen.  |)atte 
er  bod)  fepon  tnrj  norper  einen  ©eneralbefepl 
erlaffen,  bap  nur  folcpe,  bie  englifcp  fpred)en, 
alö  ^reitnillige  in§  |)eer  anfgenoimnen  inerben 
follen.  Oiefer  nnirbe  ,^ioar  prompt  nom 
‘^Prüfibent  Lincoln  anfgepoben,  aber  bieOeiit= 
fepen  in  nerfd)iebenen  'Stabten,  fo  in  53elle= 
nitle  unter  Sranj  (flrimni,  rid)teten  nun  eine 
33ittfcprift  an  ^brapam  Sincoln,  in  ber  !ate= 
gorifcp  nertangt  mürbe,  bap  ^anieron  abgefept 
merbe.  Oa  bie§  nid)t  fofort  gefipap,  glaubten 
niete  ipr  33ertrauen  auf  Sincoin  finten  laffen 
gii  müffen. 

Oer  bebeutenbfte  2Baffenerfolg  be§  3apre§ 
1861  für  bie  5>torbftaaten  beftanb  iin5ineifel= 
paft  in  ber  (Sinnapine  non  (5amp  Sadfon  bei 
St.  Soniö  bnrd)  bie  Oeutfepen  am  6.  5)lai. 
^lUffouri  blieb  ben  Üiorbftaaten  erpalten.  3n 


ben  .tiiinben  ber  ^Itebetlen  nnb  eine  53elagernng 
ober  eine  (Eroberung  non  St.  l^oniö  pütte 
bem  ütorben  gan^  anbere  Sepmierigfeiten  be= 
reitet,  mie  3.  iUdöbnrg. 

^^Im  31. ’llngnft  1861  erliep  (General  gre= 
niont  feine  berüpmte  (^man^ipationeprotla^ 
mation,  bie  alle  Sflanen  in  bem  Ojebiete  nn= 
ter  feinem  Cberbefepl  freigab.  Oamit  patte 
er  einen  Sturm  peraufbefd)inoren,  ber  einige 
3apre  lang  bas  Oentfcptpnm  an  ^incolnö 
?yäpigfeit  nnb  Sielbemiiptfein  ;5iueifeln  tiep. 

mar  iOncoln  äiimeift  baran  gelegen,  ba^ 
iUilf  im  OMauben  ^n  beftiirten:  „ÜUept  megen 
ben  Nig-gers  braiid)t  3Pv  6nid)  tobtfepiepen 
,^n  taffen,  fonbern  nur  megen  ber  (^rpaltnng 
ber  Union."  Oie  fcplieplicpe  53efreiung  non 
Stlanen  fottte  naep  nnb  naep  erfolgen,  nnb 
menn  bie  ^Hebellen  bie  Seinbfeligfeiten  halb 
einftellten,  fogar  gegen  '4^ergütnng  ber  @elb= 
aiiötagen,  bie  bie  Sflanenpalter  beim  ^^Intaiif 
ber  Stlanen  patten.  Sincotn  änberte  bem= 
genuip  fo  niel  an  gremontöiprottamation,  Dap 
eö  gleicpbebentenb  mar  mit  einer  ^Infpebung 
berfetben.  Oie  Oentfepen  maren  barüber 
entrüftet  nnb  proteftirten  in  51?affennerfamm= 
hingen  energifcp  gegen  bie  (Eingriffe  2incoln§. 
Sie  patten  für  ein  ^rin^ip  geftimmt,  ba§  fie 
fobatb  alö  moglicp  ansgefüprt  fepen  mollten 
nnb  pietten  nun  gremont  für  bie  Rendite  be» 
Sanbey,  meil  er  juerft  ipren  Olefinnungen 
nöüig  entfpraep.  Oie  3llinoiö  Staategeitung 
liep  fiep  fogar  gn  folgenbem  (^rgiip  pinreipen, 
al§  fie  am  17.  Sept.  ’61  ben  ^rief  Sincolnö 
an  gremont  neröffentlicpte:  „26ürbe  ber  @e= 
neral  gremont  in  biefem  5lngenblicf  abtreten, 
fo  märe  bie  Saepe  ber  Union  in  feinem  gan= 
gen  (gremontS)  Oepartment  nnb  eben  ba= 
burep  auep  im  Often  oerloren  nnb  niipt  nur 
bie  Sai^e  ber  Union,  fonbern  auep  be§Oeutfcp= 
tpum§  ^J^iffouriy,  beffen  ftarfer  Sd)up  nnb 
Sd)irm  gegen  fRebelten  nnb  Ülatibiftenpap 
eben  ber  ^fabfinber  ift.  g r e m 0 n t m n p 
bie  Union  nnb  ba§  Oeutfeptpum 
retten  tro^  be§  |>errn  Sincotn." 

ühir  fed)§  2Bocpen  fpöter,  am  2.  5?oü.  '61, 
mnrbe  gopn  (5.  gremont  feine§  ßommanbos 
entpoben,  meil  man  ipn  für  bie  ^ieberlage 
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De»  Colonel  ''llhiüii^an  bei  l^erhu^ton, 

Diird)  ()ieneral  '^U-ice,  lierantinortüd)  I)ielt. 
Ter  öon  Der  Ttaate^eitiin^  prop()e;^eite  S^\= 
faminenbnid)  fauD  nid)t  |tatt,  aber  Da»  'l^iaap 
Des  UnfrieDen»  lief  beinal}e  über. 
batte  man  Den  '^(bifott  Der  Teiitjdfen  3ured)t 
i^eiinefen,  inbem  man  feine  StlaDenbefrei= 
iingeprotlamation  jiirüdjop,  iiuD  nun  unirDe 
er  toifar  nocb  abgelebt!  3^^  DÜen  TtüDten, 
mo  Teutftbe  niobuteu,  tmirDeu  l'llapenDer= 
fammliingen  abgelfalten  uiiD  regnete  eö  ^sro= 
tefte  gegen  Lincoln.  Tie  et.  Sonifer  Dent= 
leben  5^liitter  forberten  Da»  5solf  auf,  gre= 
inont  ein  (^bvenjcbinert  511  fd)enten.  eogar 
Die  inenigen  Tentjcben  33o|tonö  fapten  gre= 
inont=53e|cblü||e.  3n  ©bicago  nmren  Die 
•s>erren  Tr.  (>rn|t  Td)iniDt,  |>enrp  @reene= 
bainn,  (^rnft  '-Prn||ing,  üdilbelni  IRapp,  ^Rn= 
ton  4)e|ing,  Jodcbiin  .Werften,  Tl)eo.  öil|d)er, 
'Rngiift  3Biel)e  (5Beibe)  iinD  Sorenj  33rentano 
Die  ©anptleiter  iinD  Rebner  bei  einer  folcben 
'■ProteftDer|ammlnng.  Tie  3üinoi»  etaat»= 
.^eitnng.  Die  nun,  feit  TcbneiDer»  ^(breife  auf 
leinen  6on|nlat»poften,  Don  Sorenj  Brentano 
rebigirt  iinirbe,  fepte  am  19.  (eept.  ’61  an 
Den  .Qopf  ihrer  ebitoriellen  (epalten:  „3ol)n 
('.  S^emont  un|er  näcblter  ^-)3rafiDentfd)aft»= 
(üinbibat''  iinD  trug  Diele  Teni|e  täglid)  ^nr 
Sebau  bie  ;^nm  14.  ^Rpril  1862.  33on  Die|er 
3eit  an  trat  |ie  IMncoln  Der|öbnlifber  ent= 
gegen,  Den  lieben  DRonaten  b^tte  |icb 
ancb  mirüicb  manche»  geönbert.  (General 
Olrant  b^tte  feinen  erften  bebeutenben  Sieg 
Durch  bie  (Eroberung  Don  gort  Tonel|on  im 
gebrnar  ’02  511  Der, zeichnen,  nnb  maö  be|on= 
Der»  mobltbnenb  auf  ba§  Teiitfcbtbum  mirtte, 
mar  bie  53ot|d)a|t  Öincolnö  an  Den  (Fongrep 
am  0.  DRärj  1802,  melcbe  eine  tbeilmeife  'lln|= 
bebnng  Der  Stlanerei  in  'Riiöficbt  fteüte. 
gerner  mnrbe  Sigel,  Der  ficb  nun  einer  gro= 
pen  Popularität  bei  Den  Teut|d)en  erfreute, 
,^nm  (^eneral=^Rajor  beförbert,  nnb  (>arl 
Scbnrj,  Don  feinem  Oiefanbtfcbaftöpoften  in 
Spanien  ^nrndgetebrt,  mnrbe  ^^n  berfelben 
3eit  511111  53rigabegeneral  ernannt,  ^ll»  Die 
(Ernennung  Don  Oarl  Sd)nr5  befannt  mnrbe, 
rief  fie  fonberbarer  3.Beife  eine  grope  (^nt= 
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rüftnng  unter  Den  Tentfdfen  b^^'Dor.  Sie 
gönnten  il)m  Den  bob^D  ^Rang  nic'bt,  meil  nad) 
ihrer  DReinnng  nod)  Diele  im  Tienft  erprobte 
SolDaten,  mie  Cfterbaue,  IRar  2,9eber, 
!llMllicb,  'Rnnete,  ,^lnobel§Dorff,  giola,  ^Rlbert, 
^affenbeubel,  Ü.Rerfp,  Don  ^Rren»berg,  Rofa 
nnb  33anfemein,  eine  33eförbernng  mehr  Der= 
bient  bitten. 

Waö  im  5}3eften  ben  Herren  Rabitalen  511 
langfam  ging,  febien  ben  i^erren  im  Cften 
Diel  511  rafd)  Dormärt»  511  gehen.  Ter  Still= 
ftanbögeneral  ÜRcOlellan  fc'bien  bort  feine 
grennbe  511  bie  nod)  immer  auf  eine 

3.9enbnng  lauerten,  bnrd)  meld)e  auf  poli= 
tifebem  ober  biplomatifcbem  3Bege  Dem  .^Irieg 
ein  (5nDe  gemacht  merben  tonnte.-  Sie  fd)ie= 
neu  tbatfäd)licb  Don  bem  Söunfebe  befeelt  511 
fein:  „Thut  bem  Silben  nid)t  511  mehe,  bamit 
mir  nn§  Defto  leichter  mit  ihm  mieber  Der= 
'föhnen  tönnen."  Taö  leitenbe  bentfebe  55latt 
be»  Cftenö,  bie  Rem  ?)orfer  Staat»5eitung, 
jubelte  barüber,  bap  Lincoln  bie  -protla= 
nmtion  gremontö  „Derftümmelt''  h^tte.  Un= 
terbeffen  mar  ber  Silben  nld)t  fo  rildficbt5= 
Doll  in  feiner  ,^vieg§fiihtnng  gemefen  mie 
Rkßlellan,  fonbern  hdtte  energifd)  an»geholt 
nnb  bem  Rorben  manchen  blutigen  Tent5ettet 
gegeben.  lOncoln  martete  Deshalb  nur  auf 
eine  (Gelegenheit,  mann  ein  Sieg  be»Rorbenö 
ihm  Daö  moraliid)e  Recht  geben  mürbe,  ben 
Silben  bnrd)  bie  Ruf  bebnng  Der  StlaDerei 
511  bemütt)igen.  Tie  Stlaoereifrage  mar  bei 
ihm  nod)  immer  Der  .(Inüppet,  mit  bem  er 
bem  Silben  gern  brol)te,  fo  lange  Derfelbe 
feine  Spur  Don  Perföhnung»=  niiD  Reiie= 
gefül)len  5eigte.  Tiefe  (Gelegenheit  bot  fid), 
alö  am  17.  September  1802  Die  Sd)laid)t  bei 
Rntietam  gefd)lagen  mürbe,  unb  IRcO'lellan 
einen  Sieg  beanfprnd)te.  Rm  22.  Septem= 
ber  erliep  lOncoln  feine  protlamation.  Die 
Rnfbebnng  ber  StlaDerei  in  Den  triegfill)ren= 
ben  Staaten,  bie  am  1.  gdniiar  18()8  in 
,(iraft  treten  follte. 

Hin  allgemeiner  gnbel  begrüpte  biefe  lang 
erfehnte  Rtapregel  Don  allen  Seiten.  .s^anpt= 
fäd)lid)  bie  Tentfd)en  fd)ienen  fid)  mieber  mit 
gröperem  Rertranen  Vincoln  5U5iimenben. 
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1)0111(01)0  0üaiu^0lifd)0  iinb  anb0t0  ,^'ird)0n= 
m0ni0inb0n  fanbt0U  il)m  Iübfp0nb0nb0  330= 
fd)lüj(0,  3{0piibüfan0r  unb  3(ntifMcU)0r0i= 
l0mofvat0U  D0r0int0n  (id)  in  3iatifi^irunc\ö= 
3>0rfaunnlmu]0n  in  (,^d)iau]o,  3l0U)  3)o>rt  unb 
.anb0r0U  8tiibt0n.  1vüpb0in  fi0l0n  bU  31o= 
n0mb0iuuil)l0n  nid)t  fo  c;ünftii]  aug,  alö  man 
0rnuirt0t  l)att0,  nnb  f0lbft  (Sari  ©cl)nr^  fal) 
(id)  bnrd)  b0ii  ©d)n0d0iu'\ani]  b0ö  ,(ilri0i]0ö 
0iit0rf0itö  nnb  bnrd)  baö  3öal)l0rrt0bnip  anb0= 
r0r(0itö  l)0ranlapt,  0in0n  Ianft0r0n  33ri0f  an 
l'incüln  ^n  ric^t0n,  b0r  in  rüdfid)töl)oll0r 
6prad)0  Siincoln  ,^mar  ^-lNormürf0  mac^t0,  ab0r 
f0in0it  cint0n  3iatl)  0ntl)i0lt,  b0r  auf  b0ff0r0 
33Mtt0l  i^nm  (Srfolc\  l)imin06.  (Sö  ift  rnl)r0nb, 
bi0  31ntmürt  bi0f0ö  C|0p0inic]t0n  3Jiann0ö  ,^n 
l0f0n,  b0r,  i^nr  3^it  non  minb0rm0rtl)ig0n  (!^k= 
n0ral0ii  umt^0b0n,  ö0nan  mnfUe,  bap 
üb0rall  no(^  0tmaö  f0l)lt0;  b0t  fiel)  iinciftlid) 
nad)  i]00ii]n0t0n  ^-P0rfönlid)f0lt0n  nmfal)  nnb 
fi0  nid)t  fanb.  1i0  ('flrantö,  (Sl)0rmanö  nnb 
<S^0ribanö  mar0n  noc^  nid)t  0ntb0dt.  ©o 
fd)ri0b  01*  <Sd)nr^  am  24.  3Unj0mb0r  18()2: 

I have  just  received  your  letter  of  the 
20th.  The  pnrport  of  it  is,  that  we  lost 
the  late  eleetions,  and  the  administration 
is  failing  becanse  the  war  is  unsuceess- 
ful,  and  that  I must  not  flatter  myself 
that  I am  not  jiistly  to  blame  for  it.  I 
certainly  know,  that  if  the  war  fails,  the 
administration  fails  and  that  I will  be 
hlanied  for^  it,  whether  I deserve  it  or 
not.  And  I onght  to  be  blamed  if  I 
can  do  better.  You  think  I conld  do 
better  therefore  yon  blame  me  already. 

I think  I conld  not  do  better  therefore 
I blame  you  for  blamin^  me.  I cer- 
tainly have  been  dissatisfied  with  the 
slowness  of  Buell  and  McClellan,  but 
before  I relieved  them  I had  gi'eat  fears 
I should  not  find  successors  to  them 
who  would  do  better,  and  I am  sorry  to 
add  that  I have  seen  little  since  to  re- 
lieve  those  fears.  I do  not  clearly  see 
the  prospect  of  more  rapid  move- 
ments.  I fear  we  shall  at  last  find  out 
the  difficulty  is  in  our  case  rather  than 
in  our  generals.  I wish  to  dispara^e  no 
pne,  certainly  not  those  who  s}mipathize 


with  me,  but  T must  say  I need  success 
more  than  1 need  sympatliy,  and  that 
1 have  not  seen  the  so  much  greater  evi  - 
dence  of  getting  success  from  iny  sym- 
pathizers  than  from  those  who  are  de- 
nounced  as  the  contrary.  ft  does  seem 
to  me  that  in  tlie  field  the  .two  classes 
have  heen  very  much  ahke  in  what  the;, 
have  done  and  wliat  they  have  failed  to 
do.  ln  sealing  their  faith  with  their 
hlood,  Baker  and  Lyon,  and  Bohlen  and 
Richardson,  Republicans,  c'iid  all  that 
men  conld  do ; but  did  they  any  more 
than  Kearney,  Stevens  and  Reno  and 
Mansfield,  none  of  whom  were  Repub- 
licans and  some  at  least  of  whom  have 
1)een  bitterly  and  rej^eatedlv  denounced 
to  me  as  secession  sympathizers  ? I will 
not  perform  the  ungrateful  task  of  com- 
paring  cases  of  failure,”  etc. 

3m  Öa"iif0  b0r  fd)man!te  b0t  (Srfoltf 
b0r  3i3aff0n.  l0r  3?i0b0rlait0  b0i  (ii^.^anc0llov= 
t)ill0,  am  2.-4.  Üf^ai  1863,  folpt0n  bi0 
©i0(t0  b0i  (i)0ttpöburg  unb  3^icföburg  am 
4.  3uli  1863. 

3.^011  aÜ0n  ,Qlaff0n  b0r  330liölferun(t  mar0n 
mol)l  bi0  l0uffd)0n  ^Ihffouriö  am  fd)n)0rft0n  gu 
b0fri0big0n.  Sie  f)att0ti  ber  Union  grope 
lienffe  geleiffef,  al§  fie  ben  Staat  auö  ben 
l^änben  ber  Üfebellen  retteten,  unb  fein 
3Jtenf(^  fonnte  je  an  i^rer  aufrieptigen  patrio=- 
fifepen  (Sefinnung  smeifefn.  31ber  alle§,  maö 
Ihncoln  nun  tpat,  fepien  ipnen  in  feiner 
3Beife  511  genügen,  lie  3fufpebung  ber  Se= 
freinng§=^roflamation  gremontS,  feine  31b= 
fepung  nnb  bie  Ernennung  ©alfedg  gum 
3fa(^folger,  bann  bie  3Ibfepung  bes  ©enerai 
©urti§  unb  bie  (Ernennung  Sfpofielb^,  bie 
langfame  3^eförberung  Sigel§  unb  anberer 
beutfd)en  Offiziere  --  affe  biefe  ßreigniffe 
fiepen  in  ben  klugen  bet  Ungufriebenen  ben 
gequäften  Sincoln  gu  einem  gefäprficpen  Un= 
gepeuer  peramnaepfen,  gegen  ben  Stanb  ge= 
nominen  merben  nutzte.  3n  einer  bon  btelen 
ä^erfammlungen,  toelcpe  am  10.  9)lai  1863 
abgepaften  unb  bon  ben  Herren  @mif  ^^ree= 
toriu§,  Ipeobor  OlSpaufen,  (S.  3fom= 
bauet,  Stnbemann  u.  31.  geleitet  mutbe. 
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faßte  imin  eine  53efd)niffe  unb  beauf= 

trachte  A^erni  :Janie§  ^aiiffic;,  bicfe  bem  ,'oerrn 
'4>riifibenten  perfönlid)  unterbreiten.  — 
l'incoln  fd)entte  .s^errn  lanffit^  ^^inei  etnnben 
feiner  uiertl)t>ollen  3^it,  ale  biefer  fid)  feine» 
XHnftra^e»  entlebii^te-.  ^ie  '’^lntuiort  Lincoln» 
baranf  ift  ^n  d)aratteriftifd),  al»  baß  man  fie 
nbert^eben  tonnte,  nnb  ic^  c^ebe  fie  mie  5 anffig 
fie  berichtete: 

“I.  The  President  said  that  it  may 
1)e  a misfortune  for  the  nation  that  he 
was  elected  President.  But  having  been 
elected  hv  the  people,  he  meant  to  be 
President  and  perform  bis  dntv  accord- 
ing  to  bis  1)est  nnderstanding,  if  he  had 
to  die  for  it.  Xo  General  will  be  re- 
inoved,  nor  will  any  change  in  the  cabi- 
net be  made  to  suit  the  wishes  or  views 
of  any  particular  party,  faction  or  set 
of  men.  General  Halleck  is  not  guilt}^ 
of  any  of  the  charges  made  against  him, 
most  of  which  arise  from  misapprehen- 
sion  or  ignorance  of  those  who  prefer 
them. 

2.  The  President  said  that  it  was  a 
mistake  to  snppose  that  Genl.  John  C. 
Fremont,  B.  F.  Butler  and  F.  Sigel  are 
systematically  kept  out  of  command”  as 
"stated  in  the  resolution,  that  on  the 
contrary,  he  fully  appreciated  the  merits 
of  the  gentlemen  named;  that  by  their 
actions  they  had  placed  themselves  m 
the  positions  which  they  occupied ; that 
he  was  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  to 
place  them  again  in  command  as  soon  as 
he  conld  find  spheres  of  action  for  them, 
without  doing  injnstice  to  others,  but 
that  at  present  he  had  more  ])egs  than 
holes  To  put’*  them  in. 

3.  As  to  the  want  of  unity,  the  Presi-; 
dent,  without  admitting  such  to  l3e  the 
case,  intimated  that  each  member  of  the 
cabinet  was  responsible  mainly  for  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  bis 
])articular  department ; that  there  was  no 
centralization  of  responsibility  for  the 
action  of  the  cabinet  anywhere,  except 
in  the  ITesident  himself. 


4.  The  dissensions  1:>etween  imion 
men  in  Missouri  are  dne  solely  to  a 
factioiis  spirit,  which  is  exceedingiy 
reprehensil)le.  The  two  parties  ought 
to  have  their  heads  knocked  together. 
‘Either  would  rather  see  the  defeat  of 
tlieir  adversary  than  that  of  Jeflferson 
Davis.’  To  this  spirit  of  faction  is  to 
be  ascril:)ed  the  failnre  of  the  legislature 
to  elect  Senators  and  the  defeat  of  the 
Missouri  aid  1)ill  in  Congress,  the  pass- 
age  of  which  the  President  strongly  de- 
sired.  The  President  said  that  the 
Union  men  in  Alissouri  who  are  in  favor 
of  gradual  cmancipation  represented  bis 
views  better  than  those  who  are  in  favor 
of  immediate  emancipation.  In  explan- 
ation  of  bis  views  on  this  subject  the 
President  said  that  in  bis  speeches  he 
had  frequently  used  as  an  illustration  the 
case  of  a man  who  had  an  excrescence 
on  the  back  of  bis  neck  the  removal  of 
which  in  one  Operation  would  result  in 
death  of  the  patient,  while  tinkering  it 
off  by  degrees  would  preserve  life.  A1- 
’thongh  sorely  tempted  I did  not  reply 
with  the  illustration  of  the  dog  whose* 
tail  was  amputated  by  inches,  but  con- 
fined  myself  to  arguments.  The  Presi- 
dent annoiinced  elearly  that  as  far  as  he 
zvas  at  present  advised,  the  Radicals  in 
Missouri  had  no  right  to  consider  theni- 
selves  the  expone^its  of  his  views  on  the 
subject  of  emancipation  in  that  state. 

5.  General  Curtis  was  not  relievei.l 
on  account  of  any  wrong  act  or  great 
mistake  committed  by  him.  The  System 
of  ITovost  Marshall  established  l)y  him. 
throughout  the  state  gave  rise  to  violent 
complaint.  That  the  President  had 
thought  at  one  time  to  appoint  General 
Fremont  in  his  place ; that  at  anotlier 
time  lie  thought  of  appointing  General 
McDowell,  whom  he  characterized  as  a 
good  and  loyal  thoiigh  very  imfortun- 
ate  soldier,  and  that  at  last  General 
Schofield  was  appointed  with  a view,  if 
possil)le,  to  reconcile  and  satisfy  the  two 
factions  in  IVIissoiiri.  He  has  instruc- 
tions  not  to  interfere  with  either  party, 
but  to  confine  himself  to  his  military  du- 
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ties,  I assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  onr 
side  was  as  fully  represented  as  the  oc- 
casion  perniitted.  At  the  concliision  of 
the  conversatioh  the  President  remarked 
that  there  ivas  evidently  a scrious  inis- 
itnderstanding  spr  inging  np  betwecn 
liim  and  the  Germans  of  St.  Louis  which 
he  zvoiild  like  to  see  renioved.  Observ- 
ing  to  him  that  the  difiference  of  opinion 
related  to  facts,  men  and  measures,  I 
w’ithdrew'.” 

spätere  eriüiefen  leiber,  bap 

felbft  btefe  treffli(^^e  5HarftelIiinct  bon  Idncolne 
0tanbpuntt  nid^t  bermo(^te,  bie  ÜJabifalen 
bon  ber  $)infälliitfeit  il)rer  ^entiin^öart  511 
überzeugen.  5lber  ein  großer  beö  ^er= 
Zen§  ging  nun  bon  bem  33olte  au§  unb  füv= 
berte  bie  ©cpicffalöftimme  perauö  z» 
D}hf)nruf : „3Baf)ret  ba§  2Büf)l  bes  ä^aterlanbe^ ! 
bleibet  treu  (Surem  eribüpiten  Cberbaupt! 
^Bringet  ba^  tepte  Opfer  bem  ^olod)  be§ 
,Q'riege§!"  i^ein  geringerer  aU  Jranz  Sieber 
ftellte  fic^  in  Dert  Oienft  ber  guten  ©ad)e  atö 
'^Prafibent  ber  Publication  Societ}"  of 
.New  York  unb  al§  fotc^er  gab  er  biefer 
biefinnimg  bie  meitefte  i^erbreitnng  bnr(^^ 
Schriften  unb  Üteben.  “No  party  now!” 
mar  fein  9fnf,  imb  in  bem  ©inne  pielt  er 
eine  meifterpafte  9febe  in  5lem  ‘^orf  am 
11.  5lpril  1863,  in  ber  er  fagte: 

“We  know^  of  no  party  in  our  present 
troubles ; that  w^ord  is  here  an  empty 
Word.  The  only  line  wTich  divides  the 
people  of  the  North,  runs  between  the 
mass  of  loyal  men  who  stand  by  their 
country  on  the  one  hand,  and  those  on 
the  other  hand,  wTo  keep  outside  of  that 
line — traitors  to  their  country  in  the 
hour  of  need—  * * * And  we  call 

lipon  every  American,  be  he  such  by 
birth  or  by  choice,  to  join  the  loyal 
movement  of  these  national  leagues 
which  is  naught  eise  than  to  join  and 
follow  our  beckoning  flag  and  to  adopt 
for  his  device  : — Our  Country  !” — 

Unb  biefe  Slöorte  fpraip  ein  3kann,  ber 
Zepn  5Jlonate  borper  einen  ©opn,  auf  ber 
©eite  ber  9tebef(en  tämpfenb,  berloren  patte. 


Oa§  3bp^  1863  brad)te  eine  mefentticpe 
^(enbernng  in  bie  .ftriegefüprnng,  atö  ©rant, 
Sperman  unb  ©periban  an  bie  Cberfliicpe 
tarnen  unb  birant  ben  Cberbefept  über  bie 
Slrnppen  im  Selb  übernapm.  Xas  nun  ein- 
peitüd)e  53orgepen  ber  ^trmee  patte  zmar  nicpt 
immer  (Erfolge  zu  Derzeicpnen,  aber  ber  ^rieg 
rüdte  feinem  3ie(e  nnanfpaüfam  näper,  allee 
bor  fiep  zermalmenb.  Xie  , Kämpfe  in  ber 
^IBübnip  unb  um  ©pottfptbania  fofteten 
granenpaft  biel  Dltenfdjenleben,  aber  jeber 
ansgefüprte  ©d)(ag  fcpmöcpte  ben  ©üben  unb 
er  tonnte  fiep  niept  mepr  erpeben.  Xie  §ütf§= 
gneüen  be§  ^torbenö  maren  nnberfiegbar, 
bie  beö  ©übene  niept. 

Xie  rüdte  peran,  als  alle  ^-Parteien  fiep 
mieber  rüfteten,  um  einen  neuen  3Papttampf 
jn  beftepen.  (^ntmeber  foüte  auf  bem  ^räfi= 
bentenftnpt  einem  ^Inberen  $tap  gemaept 
merben,  ober  Sincotn  betam  bie  beften  iBe- 
meife  be§  gropen  33ertranen«,  baö.  ein  fepmcr= 
geprüfte^  33ott  in  ipn  fepte.  Xie  ©t.  Souifer 
Xentfd)en  grollten  ipm  noep  immer,  meil  er 
fiep  partnädig  meigerte,  bie  ©tlabenfrage  ber 
Orenzftaaten  zu  regeln  unb  biefe  jebem  ein= 
Zelnen  ©taate  naep  eigenem  ©ntbünten  über= 
liep.  5lber  im  35ergleid)  zu  bem  allgemeinen 
33ertranen,  baö  ipm  bon  überall  per  entgegen 
gebraept  mürbe,  erfepien  bie  53emegung  in  bem 
©renzftaate  ikiffouri  mie  ein  ©türm  im 
Xpeeteffel.  Unter  fi(p  maren  bie  Ülattetaplen, 
mie  fie  feperzpaft  bon  ipren  Sanbölenten  ge= 
nannt  mürben,  niept  mepr  einig,  ^in  Xpeil 
berfelben  patte  unter  ^Irnolb  ^redel§  güprung 
in  $pelp§  unb  $ite  Countp  f(pon  33erfamm= 
lungen  abgepalten  unb  fi(p  für  Sincoln  er= 
tlärt.  5lu(p  griebri(p  ÜJtünip  (gar  SBeft). 
patte  fiep  Sineoin  mieber  zugemanbt.  5ll§ 
bann  auf  bem  ©taat^conbent  bie  Xelegaten 
zum  @ntf(plup  tarnen  unter  allen  Umftänben 
bie  ^ationalberfammlung  in  33altimore  zti 
bef(piden  — menn  au^  ni(pt  für  Sincoln 
inftruirt  — ba  mar  in  DJtiffouri  auep  ber 
SBiberftanb  gegen  bie  Dlegierung  gebroipen. 

Einige  moplmeinenbe  5könner  in  Cpicago 
unb  in  anberen  ©töbten  patten  bie  ©treit= 
frage  ber  ÜJtiffouri  ütabitalen  ^nx  eigenen 
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Bac^e  ^emad)t  iinb  (ietl)eiügten  fid)  an  ber 
'Ji'ationaliierfamiiüuiu^,  bie  am  31.  1864 

in  C^leudanb  ta^te,  um  bort  unter  bem 
'^larteinameu  “Radical  Democrais”  X^xiU 
fibenttc^aft»  = ,^aubibateu  aufsuftellen.  ^ie 
leiteuben  'lltäuuev  mie  6>ra^  55romu,  i^orace 
(^ree(ei)  uub  llVnbell  liefen  fid)  jeboc^ 

uid)t  iel)en.  eelbft  L^mil  ‘ipreetorius,  einer 
ber  uuuer)öl)uüd)flen  ^incoln^egner  erfc^ien 
uid)t.  Unter  ben  meni^en  ^^(nmefenben  befanb 
Üc^  (^a)par  5^n^  in  einer  leitenben  ^Koüe. 
3ol)u  5^‘^ii^ont  mürbe  atö  (^anbibat  anf(^e= 
fteüt  nnb  es  mnrbe  ein  ^sroi^ramm  anf^efe^t, , 
baö  bittere  9tac^e  bem  eüben  fi^mor,  fobalb 
er  befiec^t  morben  mar.  5^ann  foUte  ber 
'■Präiibentii^aftötermin  auf  hier  3a!^re  be= 
fc^riintt  merben.  (Safpar  53np  beljanptete  in 
feinen  93JDnat«l)eften,  bap  ^Irtifel  13  be» 
'-pro^rammö  bentfd)en  Urfprnuöö  gemefen  fei. 
Tiefer  ':)(rtitel  befürmortete  bie  (5ift^iet)iing 
iJe'*  ben  Ülebeüen  gel)örigen  Sänbereien  nnb  . 
bie  i3ertl)eilung  berfetben  unter  bie  fiegreid)en 
3otbaten.  Setbft  gremont  meigerte  fid), 
biefen  ^Irtitet  be§  Programm»  angnerfennen 
nnb  fagte  in  feinem  ^nnat)mefc^reiben:  ,,^ei 
ber  Sd)(ic^tnng,  meld}e  bem  ^rieben  folgen 
miiB,  tonnen  feine  ^ad)egebanten  jngelaffen 
merben".  Ta»  Troüigfte  gefd)a^  nun,  al§ 
ber  ,,^lUlmanfee  §eralb,"  rebigirt  bon  8ei)= 
bolb  nnb  ber  Gleoelanber  ,,26äd)ter  am 
(^rie,"  rebigirt  bon  Tftieme,  fic^  meigerten 
gremont  ferner  jn  nnterftüpen,  meil  er  bie 
'Hac^egelüfte  ber  ^Kabitalen  nic^t  gntl)eiBen 
moüte. 

Tie  repnblitanifc^e  9?ationalberfammlnng 
tagte  am  8.  3bni  1864  in  53altimore.  Unter 
ben  Telegaten  befanben  fic^  biesmal  nur  23 
Teutfc^e.  ^orenj  33rentano  nnb  ^K.  ged 
bertraten  Sllinoiö,  granci»  '^1.  ,t>bffmann 
l)atte  man  alä  ^-f3räfibenten=2Baplmann  bon 
3llinoiö  auf  ben  ©timmjettel  gefegt.  — 
lUncoln  erl)ielt  bie  Stimmen  aller  Telegaten 
mit  ^ln5nal)ine  ber  22  bon  ÜJUffonri,  bie  e§ 
bnrc^febten,  bap  2incoln§  (Ernennung  nid)t 
einftimmig  gemacht  mnrbe.  Sie  gaben  il)rc 
Stimmen  für  U.  S.  (^rant  ab.  ^llnfang» 
September  ’64  ernannten  bie  Temotraten 


'lltc61ellan  nnb  '-Penbleton  511  'i|lräfibentfc^aitö= 
fanbibaten,  ertlärten  in  il)rem  ^arteipro= 
gramm  ben  ,Qrieg  einen  ^lUperfolg  nnb  ftellten 
in  ^liiöfic^t,  bap  *'lllleö  mieber  in  bie  früperen 
53apnen  eingelentt  merben  müpte,  mie  e§  bor 
bem  , Kriege  mar. 

gremont,  ber  eine  ftille  , {Hoffnung  genäprt 
patte,’  bap  bie  Temotraten  ipn  als  6fegentan= 
bibaten  Sincolny  anertennen  nnb  auf  ipr 
Tidet  ftellen  mürben,  fap  nun  tlar  bor 
klugen,  bap  er  bei  einer  folcpen  Sacplage 
teine  ^In^ficpt  pabe,  ermäplt  511  merben.  (Ni- 
trat bon  ber  C^anbibatnr  jnrüd.  (Sö  blieb 
bemnacp  bem  35olt  nur  bie  2Bapl  übrig 
gmif(pen  931c61ellan  nnb  Stlaberei  ober  ?lbra= 
pam  Sincoln  opne  Stlaberei.  ^lucp  pier 
entfcpieb  ba§  ^Hnnjip  nnb  nicpt  ber  Üllann. 
Tie  berbiffenften  Sincolnfreffer,  nnb  unter 
ben  Teutfcpen  befanben  fi(^  Tanfenbe,  ftimm= 
ten  mieber  für  Lincoln,  ilon  Solbaten  nnb 
effilieren  im  gelb,  nnb  bie  Teutfcpen  patten 
180,000  Dllann  mäprenb  be§  ,^riege§  gefteüt, 
Porte  man  nur  5ob  für  “Old  Abe.”  26ie 
b i e f e ftimmten  ift  am  beften  illnftrirt  bnrd) 
eine  %tecbote,  bie  (^arpenter  in  feinem  33nd) 
“Six  Months  in  the  White  House”  mie 
folgt  ergäplt: 

‘Air.  Lincoln’s  popularity  with  sol- 
diers  and  the  people  is  well  illustrated 
in  the  following  incidents : Just  after 

the  presidential  nomination  in.  1864  a 
disciission  arose  in  a certain  regiment  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potoniac  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  two  candidates.  Various 
ppinions  had  been  warinly  expressed. 
when  at  length  a German  spoke.  T 
goes/  said  he,  ‘for  Fader  Abraham. 
Fader  Abraham  he  likes  the  soldier  boy. 
Yen  he  serves  tree  years  he  give  him 
fonr  hundred  tollar,  and  reenlist  him 
von  Veteran.  Now  Fader  Abraham,  he 
serve  four  years.  We  reenlist  him  four 
years  more  and  make  von  Veteran  of 
him’  ” — nnb  biefeö  mar  bie  (ilefinnung  ber 
meiften  Teutfcpen,  bie  lUncoln  jnm  ^meiten 
53?al  jnm  Sieg  berpalfen,  al»  er  eine  5}tepr= 
peit  bon  411,000  Stimmen  über  ^UtcFlellan 
erpielt. 
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Gustav  Koerner,  a Typical  German  American  Leader. 

Address  io  tlie  seveiith  aiinual  of  the  Oermaii>Americaii  Historicul  Society  of  Illinois. 


By  Dr.  Evakts  B.  Greene,  Professor  of  History,  University  of  Illinois. 


In  the  convcntional  treatinent  of  our 
history,  the  European  colonization  of 
North  America  is  treated  almost  excln- 
sively  as  an  afifair  of  the  seventeenth 
Century,  when  a few  sections  of  Euro- 
])ean,  and  especially  of  English,  society 
were  transplanted  to  the  new  world.  So 
we  think  of  our  national  development, 
])rimarily,  as  the  process  by  which, 
through  three  centuries  of  American  ex- 
perience,  the  elements  of  . seventeenth 
Century  Enrope  have  been  monlded  to 
a distinctly  American  civilization.  The 
natural  result  of  this  conception  has 
been  a failure  to  recognize  adequately 
the  later  contribntions  of  Enrope  to  our 
national  life.  VVe  have  been  right  in 
emphasizing  the  original  European  ele- 
ments of  our  early  plastic  period,  bnt  we 
must  recognize  also  a European  colon- 
ization of  the  nineteenth  Century  which 
deserves  at  the  hands  of  the  historian  a 
more  serions  treatment  than  it  has  as 
yet  received. 

All  things  considered,  the  most  sig- 
nificant  of  our  nineteenth  Century  colon- 
ists  are  the  Germans,  and  their  influence 
is  nowhere  so  marked  as  in  the  States  or 
the  middle  west.  In  1850  there  were  in 
the  whole  Union  about  573,000  persons 
who  were  born  in  Germany,  and  of  this 
total  nearly  one-half  were  settled  in 
Missouri  and  the  five  States  of  the  Old 
Northwest.  The  Germans  were  not 
evenly  distributed  over  this  territory, 
but  were  massed  so  as  to  give  them  a 
decisive  influence  in  certain  localities. 
as,  for  instance,  in  Cincinnati  and  St. 
Louis.  The  ratio  of  Germans  to  the 
total  Population  was  not  as  large  in  Illi- 
nois as  in  Missouri,  Wisconsin,  or  Ohio, 
but  they  stood  in  a peculiarly  interest- 
ing  relation  to  two  antagonistic  elements 
in  the  native  American  stock.  Düring 


the  first  forty  years  of  the  nineteent'n 
Century,  Illinois  was  more  closely  re- 
lated to  the  border  slaveholding  States 
than  to  those  of  the  northwest.  Aboul 
1830,  however,  two  nearly  contemporarv 
movements  brought  into  the  state  the 
Yankees  of  New  England  and  Neu 
York  and  the  first  important  body  of 
German  settlers.  h'or  the  most  part,  the 
Germans  went  with  the  New  Engländ- 
ers to  the  northern  counties,  but  the 
most  strongly  German  county  in  the 
state  was  St.  Clair,  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  opj^osite  St.  Louis.  At  ßelleville, 
the  county  seat,  there  gathered  in  the 
thirties  as  interesting  a group  of  Ger- 
man students  and  political  refugees  as 
could  probably  be  found  in  any  town  of 
its  size  in  the  United  States.  When 
Henry  \dllard  visited  the  place,  in  1854, 
he  found  it  an  almost  exclusively  Ger- 
man Community  in  which  he  rarely 
heard  English  spoken.^ 

The  first  citizen  of  this  German  Com- 
munity for  some  fifty  years  was  Gustav 
Koerner,  the  subject  of  this  paper.  For 
a considerable  period  he  was  undoubt- 
edly  also  the  most  influential  German- 
American  in  the  state.  In  thus  calling' 
attention  to  Koerner’s  career  it  is  not 
my  purpose  primarily  to  determine  his 
rank  among  the  politicians  and  publi- 
cists  of  his  time,  but  rather  to  illustrate, 
through  this  personal  record,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  German  immigration  in  an 
important  period  of  our  national  history. 
Fortunately  for  this  purpose,  Koerner 
was  a prolific  writer  both  in  English  and 
in  German ; of  his  printed  books  the  best 
known  is  his  “Das  Deutsche  Element,” 
dealing  primarily  with  the  emigration  of 
the  thirties,  and  in  his  last  years  he  pre- 
pared  for  the  use  of  his  children  a 
manuscript  English  autobiography  of 


1)  Henry  Villard,  Memoirs,  I.,  34,  35.  Cf.  Koerner,  Das  Deutsche  Element^  chap.  12. 
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süine  1,400  pages  which  has  been  my 
l)rincipal  reliance  in  the  preparation  of 
this  paper-. 

Koerner  was  born  in  1809  at  Frank- 
furt on  the  ^lain,  and  caine  of  resi)ect- 
al)le  burgher  stock,  bis  father  being  a 
l)Ookseller  who,  in  the  later  years  of  his 
life,  took  Up  the  collection  and  sale  of 
])aintings.  In  one  way  or  another  the 
elder  Koerner  was  broiight  into  personal 
relations  with  sonie  of  the  notable 
lignres  of  his  time,  including  Father 
Jahn,  the  apostle  of  primitive  German 
manners,  Field  Marshai  Bluecher,  and 
the  great  Stein.  He  hated  Napoleon  in- 
tensely  and  threw  himself  with  enthusi- 
asm  into  the  national  uprising  of  1813. 
ln  the  snbsequent  period  of  repression  - 
his  sympathies  were  with  the  liberals  as 
against  Aletternich  and  his  allies  in  the 
Frussian  government.  Thus  the  young 
Koerner  grew  up  in  an  atmosphere  of 
intelligence,  taste  and  thorongh-going 
liberalism. 

To  these  advantages  of  his  home  were 
added  the  best  educational  opportunities 
of  his  time.  Beginning  at  a model 
school,  organized  according  to  the  the-  ^ 
ories  of  Froebel,  he  passed  to  the  gym- 
nasium  at  Frankfurt  and  then  to  the 
Gniversities  of  Jena,  Munich  and  Hei- 
(lell)erg.  Fifty  years  later,  after  he  had 
become  a citizen  of  Illinois,  he  received 
from  the  University  of  Heidelberg  its 
formal  congratulations  on  the  anniver- 
sary  of  his  doctorate.  Düring  his  Stu- 
dent days  he  was  an  active  and  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Burschenschaft, 
then,  as  in  the  days  of  the  Wartburg 
h'estival,  one  of  the  recognized  agencies 
of  the  radical  Propaganda.  He  was  a 
Student  at  Jena  when  the  July  revolution 
broke  out  in  Paris  and  followed  closely 
the  progress  of  the  movement  in  Poland 
and  (jermany.  In  1832  he  was  present 


at  the  memorable  Hambach  Imstival  and 
recails  his  impressions  in  the  following 
words : “The  enthusiasm  was  un- 

bounded  and  the  feeling  that  the  wrath 
of  kings  and  princes  would  1)e  visited 
lipon  a great  many  of  us  made  the  evenl 
still  more  exciting.  It  was  cnough  even 
to  fire  the  hearts  of  old  and  stern’er  men  : 
how  must  it  have  worked  upon  us 
young  men.  I venture  to  say  that  no 
one  who  witnessed  the  populär  uprising. 
no  matter  how  indifferent  he  might  have 
l)een,  has  ever  been  -able  to  obliterate 
from  his  memory  the  May  Festival  ot 
the  Hambacherschloss.” 

Early  -in  1833  Koerner  was  formally 
admitted  to  practice,  but  the  revoluntion- 
ary  fever  was  in  his  veins,  and  he  could 
not  keep  out  of  the  agitation  which  was 
all  about  him.  In  February  of  that  year 
he  was  sent  by  the  revolutionary  group 
in  Frankfurt  to  confer  with  several  of 
the  liberal  leaders  in  different  parts  of 
Germany,  and  on  the  third  of  April  hc 
took  a somewhat  prominent  part  in  the 
so-called  Frankfurter  Attentat.-^  In  the 
Street  fighting  Koerner  was  slightlv 
wounded,  but  managed  to  escape  in  dis- 
guise,  and,  after  some  hesitation,  de-  * 
cided  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States. 
He  was  probably  influenced  in  part  by 
his  personal  attachment  to  a young  lady 
whose  family  embarked  on  the  same 
ship  and  to  whom  he  was  betrothed  dur- 
ing  the  voyage.  Arriving  at  New  York 
in  the  early  summer  of  1833,  he  pro- 
ceeded  with  his  friends  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  River,  the  Erie  Canal  and  Lake 
Erie  to  Cleveland.  From  Cleveland 
they  went  by  canal  boat  to  Portsmouth 
on  the  Ohio,  where  they  took  the'steam- 
boat  for  St.  Louis.  The  original  pur- 
pose  of  the  party  was  to  scttle  in  Mis- 
souri, but  their  dislike  of  slaverv  as  they 
saw  it  in  Missouri  and  Kentucky,  re- 


2)  I desire  to  acknowledffe  my  oblig^ation  to  his  daug’hter,  Mrs.  Engelmann,  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  for  her  great  kindness  in  allowing  me  to  make  use  of  this  autobiography.  The 
manuscript  has  also  been  used  by  Rattermann  in  his  interesting  sketch  ent'itled  Gustav  Koer- 
ner. FAn^Lehenshild.  Cincinnati,  1902. 

3)  For  an  account  of  this  uprising,  in  which  Koerner  is  mentioned,  see  K.  Fischer, 
Die  Nation ji7id  der  Bundestag.,  Leipzig,  18S0,  .388  et  se(j. 
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sulted  in  thcir  Crossing  the  Mississippi 
and  establishing  thcniselves  in  St.  Clair 
County,  Illinois. 

Sonic  of  the  immigrants  took  up 
farniing  with  niorc  or  less.  success,  but 
Koerner  foimd  it  nncongenial  and  deter- 
niined  to  continiie  in  bis  chosen  profes- 
sion  of  the  law.  Appreciating,  how- 
ever,  the  necessity  of  learning  the  Eng- 
lish  language  and  the  American  point 
of  view  inore  thoroughly  than  was  pos- 
silde  in  such  a distinctly  German  Com- 
munity as  Belleville,  he  took  a short 
course  in  law  in  the  Transylvania  Um- 
versity  at  Lexington,  Ky.  He  was  at 
first  keenly  conscious  of  bis  isolation. 
As  he  says  in  one  of  his  letters, — “They 
look  upon  me  in  this  after  all  provincial 
town  with  much  curiosity  and  I cannot 
very  readily  make  myself  understood.” 
Trymg  as  this  was,  he  faced  the  Situ- 
ation with  courage.  “I  hiust  enter  thor- 
oughly into  this  American  life ; for 
ütherwise  1 have  no  hopes  for  the  future 
with  this  people  so  much  prejudiced  for 
their  country  and  their  manners.” 
Xevertheless  he  met  some  people  of  real 
rehnement  and  social  attractiveness.  An 
interesting  incident  of  his  short  stay  at 
Lexington  was  a visit  to  Henry  Clay  at 
Ashland,  whom  he  found  very  compli- 
mentary  to  the  Germans  on  everything 
except  their  politics.  Koerner  was  not 
much  impressed  hy  the  legal  learning 
of  his  Professors,  or  the  literary  Stand- 
ards of  his  fellow-students,  but  feit  that 
his  Lexington  experience  was,  on  the 
whole,  of  great  advantage  to  him  in 
later  years. 

On  his  return  to  Belleville  Koerner 
read  la‘w  “pretty  hard”  and  spent  much 
of  his  time  attending  the  sessions  of 
court  in  his  neighborhood.  In  June, 
1835,  he  presented  himself  for  his  bar 
examination  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State,  at  Vandalia.  The  exami- 
nation was  held  by  the  Chief  Justice  and 
bne  associate  justice  in  the  bedroom  of 
a cheap  tavern,  and  both  the  examining 
judges  were  in  their  shirt  sleeves.  The 
proceeding  lasted  hardly  half  an  hour 


and  was  certainly  not  exacting.  Koer- 
ner was  much  impressed  by  the  contras<: 
between  this  characteristic  frontier  scene 
and  the  formal  dignity  of  his  previoin 
examination  at  Heidelberg,  at  which  the 
examiners  appeared  in  full  dress  and 
examined  him  for  four  hours  in  the 
Latin  language. 

Beginning  with  a petty  case  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  in  which  he  de- 
fended  two  of  his  German  friends, 
Koerner  soon  rose  to  a leading  position 
at  the  bar  of  Southern  Illinois.  His 
Services  were  especially  in  demand 
among  the  German  population  which 
was  becoming  more  numerous  every 
year.  For  their  benefit  he  edited  and 
translated  into  German  the  revised  Stat- 
utes of  the  State  including  certain 
fundamental  documents  like  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States, 

From  the  beginning,  however,  Koer- 
ner showed  that  his  interests  were  by  no 
means  limited  to  his  profession.  Al- 
most immediately  on  landing  in  New 
York  he  had  formally  declared  his  in- 
tention  to  become  a citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  though  he  desired  to  main- 
tain,  so  far  as  possible,  the  special  ideals 
and  intellectual  interests  of  the  German 
people,  he  strongly  opposed  the  idea 
then  somewhat  populär,  of  forming  a 
distinctly  German  state.  He  took  part 
in  various  movements  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  town  of  Belleville,  where  he 
soon  married  and  became  a householder. 
He  assisted  in  the  establishment  of  a 
library  association  which  afterwards  de- 
veloped  into  a public  library,  and  was 
also  active  in  the  founding  of  a private 
school  of  high  grade  at  a time  when  the 
state  did  not  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  public  high  schools.  When  the 
occasion  arose,  he  showed  himself  a 
courageous  Champion  of  law  and  order 
as  against  the  summary  vengeance  of 
the  mob. 

IHinois  then  offered  an  unusually  fav- 
orable  field  for  Germans  who  were  in- 
terested  in  the  politics  of  their  adopted 
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country.  x-Miens  as  well  as  citizens 
were  allowed  to  vote  after  six  months’ 
residence  in  the  state,  and  by  1840  the 
German  vote  had  to  be  reckoned  with  in 
Illinois  politics.  Koerner  followed  with 
great  interest  the  Congressional  debates 
of  1833  and  1834  when  the  banking 
qnestion  was  the  center  of  disciission. 
In  the  gradual  realignment  of  parties 
between  the  whigs  and  democrats,  he 
definitely  placed  himself  on  the  demo- 
cratic  side,  partly  because  he  feit  that 
the  democratic  party  was  more  distinctly 
the  Champion  of  the  masses  against  the 
“moneyed  interests,”  and  partly  because 
öf  bis  belief  that  the  whigs  were  more  or 
less  tainted  with  the  native-x\merican 
Spirit.  In  Illinois  it  was  the  whigs  who 
demanded  citizenship  as  a qualification 
for  voting,  while  the  democrats  favored 
the  simple  residence  requirement.  Un- 
der  these  conditions  the  Illinois  Germans 
generally  became  democrats  and,  in 
1840,  it  was  probably  the  foreign  voters 
who  gave  the  electoral  vote  of  Illinois 
to  \ an  Buren  as  against  Harrison.  Dür- 
ing the  campaign  of  that  year  Koerner 
was  frequently  called  upon  to  take  the 
Stump  and  deliver  speeches  both  in  Eng- 
lish  and  in  German. 

In  1842  Koerner’s  Services  and  those 
of  bis  countrymen  were  recognized  by 
liis  election  to  the  State  legislature.  The 
Session  of  1843  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  history  of  the  State  be- 
cause it  had  to  face  a financial  crisis 
arising  from  the  extravagant  internal 
improvement  policy  of  the  preceding 
])eriod,  There  was  some  danger  of  re- 
])udiation,  but  this  disgrace  was  averterl 
by  the  intelligent  and  courageous  atti- 
tude  of  Governor  Thomas  Ford. 
Koerner  then,  as  throughout  bis  career, 
was  an  emphatic  advocate  of  sound 
money  and  the  financial  integrity  of  the 
State.  The  election  of  a German  to  the 
legislature  was  an  unusual  event  which 
added  much  to  Koerner’s  prestige,  and 
the  Session  also  brought  him  into  useful 
personal  relations  with  many  of  the 
most  prominent  politicians  of  .the  State. 


Three  years  later,  when  a vacancy  oc- 
curred  in  the  State  Supreme  Court,  the 
appointment  was  offered  to  Koerner, 
and  accepted.  Thus  the  political  ref- 
ugee  of  1833  had  in  twelve  years  w(^n 
for  himself  a place  in  the  highest  trib- 
unal  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  ap- 
pointment gave  great  satisfaction  to 
Germans  everywhere,  but  when  the  new 
Constitution  of  1848  limited  the  salaries 
of  the  Supreme  Court  judges  to  $1,200, 
Koerner  declined  reelection  on  the 
ground  that  he  could  not  afford  the  nec- 
essary  financial  sacrifice. 

Meanwhile  bis  sympathies  were 
strongly  enlisted  by  the  European  revo- 
lution  of  1848.  The  Germans  at  Belle- 
ville,  as  in  the  country  at  large,  followed 
closely  the  political  upheavals  in  the 
various  States  of  Germany,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  national  parliament  at 
Frankfurt.  Koerner  believed  that  the 
ideal  government  for  Germany  would 
be  a federal  republic,  modelled  closely  on 
that  of  the  United  States;  and  he  was 
soon  convinced,  through  bis  reading  of 
the  German  papers  and  bis  correspond- 
ence  with  members  of  bis  family  In 
Frankfurt,  that  the  effort  to  establish  a 
federal  Constitution  on  a monarchical 
basis  would  come  to  nothing.  In 
January,  1849,  ^ large  public  meeting 
was  held  in  Belleville  at  which  it  was 
agreed  to  publish  an  address  to  be  pre- 
pared  by  Koerner.  In  this  document, 
several  hundred  copies  of  which  were 
sent  to  Frankfurt,  the  German  people 
were  urged  to  work  for  a republican 
government  as  the  only  true  solution  of 
their  national  problem.  For  the  pres- 
ent they  were  advised  to  content  them- 
selves  with  agitation  and  passive  resist- 
ance  to  illegal  acts,  holding  themselves 
in  readiness  for  more  radical  action 
when  the  time  was  ripe.  The  examplcs 
of  Switzerland  and  the  United  States 
were  referred  to  as  evidence  that  Tepub- 
lican  government  does  not  necessarily 
lead  to  anarchy,  but  is  entirely  consist- 
ent  with  a vigorous  assertion  of  law  and 
Order. 


HO 
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l'roni  time  to  time  the  rcfu^ecs  of  tlie 
(lerman  revolution  were  welcomed  to  the 
State,  among’  them  Hecker,  the  leader 
of  the  revohitionists  in  Baden,  vvho 
hought  a farm  and  settled  in  the  neigh- 
l)ürhood  of  Belleville.  In  1851  Kinkel, 
whose  release  from  a Prnssian  |)rison 
liad  recently  heen  hroiight  al^iout  in  a 
somewhat  dramatic  fashion  Iw  Carl 
Schurz,  also  came  to  Belleville  and  col- 
lected  a considerahle  snm  of  money  for 
his  revolntionary  fnnd. 

Unfortnnately  the  newcomers  did  not 
ahvays  live  in  harmony  with  their 
hrothers  who  were  already  011  the 
gronnd.  Many  of  the  exiles  of  1848 
l)elonged  to  the  extreme  left  and,  on 
Corning  to  this  coimtry,  set  themselves 
at  once  to  correct  the  dehciencies  of  the 
American  System.  One  radical  re- 
former,  for  instance,  proposed  to  ahol- 
ish  the  presidency  and  the  federal  Senate. 
With  these  proposals  the  more  conserva- 
tive,  possibly  more  Philistine,  leaders  of 
the  30*s  were  not  at  all  in  sympathy,  and 
there  arose  presently  a vigorous  contro- 
versy  1)etween  the  “Grane"  and  the 
“Grnene,"  the  “Greys"  and  the  ‘‘Greens.” 
Koerner  was  one  the  chief  conservative 
leaders  and  was  characterized  by  the  Op- 
position jonrnalists  as  the  “Grane  Gus- 
tav." He  had  an  especially  heated  dis- 
cussion  with  Boernstein,  who  controlled 
the  Anzeiger  des  Westens,  then  perhaps 
the  most  important  German  paper  in  the 
west.  Though  Koerner  Claims  for  him- 
self  a generally  temperate  manner,  he 
admits  that  he  gave  Boernstein  a “Rol- 
and for  his  Oliver,”  and  “occasionally 
castigated"  him  for  his  “palpable  char- 
latanism."  One  important  featiire  of 
the  radical  position  was  the  demand  that 
the  State  shonld  give  fuller  recognition 
to  the  German  nationality.  They  de- 
sired,  for  instance,  German  teachers  in 
the  schools  and  the  establishment  of  a 
German  university  by  the  State.  Koer- 
ner believed  that  these  extreme  demands 
were  largely  responsible  for  the  ilativ- 
istic  movement  of  the  fifties. 

In  1852  Koerner  was  drawn  once 


more  into  the  main  current  of  party  poli- 
tics  by  his  accejitance  of  the  democratic, 
nomination  for  lieutenant  governor.  In 
this  campaign  he  met  with  vigorous  re- 
sistance  from  certain  dissatisfied  ele- 
ments  in  the  democracy  of  his  own 
county.  The  Catholic  Ciermans  disliked 
his  aggressive  championship  of  Kossuth, 
and  some  of  the  democratic  voters  had 
misgivings  ahout  the  nomination  of  a 
foreign  born  citizen  for  so  important  an 
Office  in  the  State.  This  contest  brought 
Koerner  into  especially  dose  relations  with 
Douglas,  then  a candidate  for  re-election 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  the  two 
men  traveled  together  through  the  towns 
of  northern  Illinois,  making  sjieeches  in 
Knglish  and  German.  Koerner  and  the 
rest  of  the  democratic  ticket  were 
elected  by  large  majorities,  notwith 
Standing  a considerable  loss  of  votes  in 
his  own  county. 

So  far  Koerner  had  heen  a thorougli- 
going  democrat,  bnt  it  soon  became  evi- 
dent that  there  would  he  a division  in 
the  party  on  the  question  of  slavery. 
Koerner  himself  had  taken  a strong 
stand  against  interference  with  the 
rights  of  the  States  and  regarded  the 
abolitionists  as  fanatics.  Xevertheless 
he  disliked  slavery  and  was  opposed  to 
its  extension.  In  1834  he  wrote  in  his 
diarv,  “Xiegro  slavery  is  the  only  ropc 
by  which  the  devil  holds  the  American 
people.”  In  the  legislature  of  1843 
smothered  in  committee.a  bill  to  exclude 
free  negroes  from  the  State,  and  in  1850 
he  sympathized  with  those  of  his  fellow- 
democrats  in  A^ashington  wdio  were 
making  a stand  against  the  doctrines  of 
Calhoun  and  Davis.  Düring  the  demo- 
cratic Convention  of  1852  he  was,  he 
says,  so  absorbed  in  the  reading  of 
Uncle  Tom’s  Cabin  that  the  convention 
contest  was  for  a time  förgotten ; bul 
there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  book 
influenced  his  poIitical  thinking. 

With  the  year  1854  Koerner’s  position 
become  more  difficult.  The  Kansas- 
Xiebraska  bill  divided  the  democratic 
party  into  two  hostile  groups  and. 
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though  he  was  reluctant  to  break  away 
from  Douglas  and  the  other  leaders 
with  whom  he  had  been  so  intimately 
associated,  he  finally  took  his  stand  with 
Lyinan  and  Trumbull  on  the  anti-Ne- 
braska  side.  The  German  voters  were 
divided,  but  a large  proportion  of  them 
followed  Koerner’s  lead  thus  contribut- 
ing  largely  to  the  anti- Nebraska  victory 
in  the  state  and  congressional  elections 
of  1854  and  to  the  choice  of  Trumbull 
as  Senator  in  the  following  winter. 

Düring  the  next  two  years  Koerner’s 
political  attitude  was  uncertain.  He  had 
broken  with  the  Douglas  wing  of  the 
democratic  party,  but  he  was  still  hold- 
ing  the  office  to  which  he  had  been 
4iosen  by  democratic  votes.  Political 
conditions  in  Illinois  as  in  the  country 
at  large,  were  thoroughly  chaotic.  The 
Whig  party  had  disintegrated  and  there 
was  at  first  no  organized  Opposition 
party  to  take  its  place.  Furthermore, 
the  strong  know-nothing  movement 
tended  to  hold  the  Germans  in  the  demo- 
cratic ranks.  Later,  when  the  know- 
nothings  divided  upon  the  slavery  ques- 
tion,  a considerable  number  of  them  be- 
came  republicans  and  this  fact  also 
caused  Koerner  some  misgivings.  Tt 
seemed  possible,  at  least,  that  the  new 
]>arty,  made  up  so  largely  of  know^-noth- 
ing  and  whig  elements,  might  take  a 
similar  attitude  toward  the  foreign-born 
population.  When,  however,  the  repub- 
lican  Convention  of  1856  took  definite 
ground  against  the  native-American 
doctrine  and  nominated  for  president 
John  C Fremont,  who  was  especially 
l)Opular  with  the  German  voters,  Koer- 
ner identified  himself  fully  with  the  re- 
publican  party  and  at  once  became  one 
of  its  most  trusted  leaders.  In  his  opin- 
ion,  the  strongest  elements  in  the  new 
party  came  from  the  old  democratic  Or- 
ganization, and  he  thought  it  important 
that  republicanism  should  not  be  identi- 
fied in  any  way  with  the  distinctive 
tenets  of  the  w'higs. 


Two  years  later  Koerner  was  forced 
into  a more  decided  antagonism  than 
ever  toward  his  old  political  friends. 
When  Horace  Greeley  urged  the  Re- 
publicans of  Illinois  to  give  their  Sup- 
port to  Douglas  instead  of  nominating 
an  independent  candidate  for  the  Sen- 
ate, Koerner  published  a sharp  criticism 
of  Douglas,  asserting  that  his  primary 
motive  in  1858,  as  well  as  in  1854,  was 
the  desire  to  improve  his  presidential 
prospects.  This  article,  though  pub- 
lished anonymously,  came  to  be  known 
as  Koerner’s,  and  probably  led  to  his 
being  made  permanent  chairman  of  the 
Republican  state  convention  which  nom- 
inated Lincoln  for  the  Senate. 

Shortl}'  before  the  national  contest  of 
]86o  German  Republicans  were  much 
disturbed  by  the  passage  of  a constitu- 
tional  amendment  in  Massachusetts 
which  disqualified  aliens  from  the  suf- 
frage for  two  years  after  their  natural- 
ization.^  Many  of  the  Democratic  and 
German-American  papers  treated  this  ac- 
tion  by  a strongly  Republican  state  as 
evidence  of  Know-nothing  tendencies  in 
the  Republican  party,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed  at  one  time  to  frame  a German- 
American  manifesto  looking  to  the  Or- 
ganization of  a new  political  party.  The 
plan  w^as  discountenanced,  however,  by 
such  representative  Germans  as  Koerner 
and  Schurz,  and  the  Republican  leaders 
hastened  to  place  themselves  011  the  lib  • 
eral  side  of  the  alien  question. 

In  t86o  Koerner  w^as  sent  to  the  Chi- 
cago convention  as  a delegate  at  large 
from  Illinois,  and  with  his  colleagues 
worked  hard  to  secure  Lincoln’s  nomi- 
nation.  He  found,  howTver,  that  the 
German  delegates,  of  wdiom  there  were 
a considerable  number,  were  largely  sup  - 
porters  of  Seward,  who  seemed  to  them 
a more  radical  anti-slavery  man  than 
Lincoln.  As  a member  of  the  platform 
Committee  he  was  especially  interested 
in  the  attitude  of  the  party  toward  nat- 
uralized  citizens,  and  with  the  help  of 
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Carl  Schurz  sccurecl  a resolution  on  this 
suhject  which  was  entirely  satisfactory 
from  the  German  point  of  vicw. 

When  South  Carolina  secedecl,  Koer- 
ner  took  a decided  position  against  the 
Grecley  proposition  to  let  the  erring  sis- 
ters  go  in  peace.  He  held  that,  though 
it  might  not  he  possible  to  coerce  the 
States,  individual s in  the  States  could,  as 
citizens  of  the  Union,  be  punished  for 
treason.  After  the  firing  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter  he  interested  himself  in  the  raising 
of  troops  for  the  Union  Service,  and, 
after  serving  for  some  weeks  as  unofh- 
cial  adviser  to  Governor  Yates,  was  as- 
signed  by  Lincoln  to  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral Fremont.  Though  bis  personal  re- 
lations  with  Fremont  w^ere  friendly,  he 
thought  the  General  a poor  judge  of 
men  and  bis  staff  a “curiosity.”  “Fre- 
mont,’’ he  writes  in  a Contemporary  let- 
ter,  “is  always  absorbed  in  thinking,  but 
whether  bis  thoughts  are  worth  anything 
results  will  show.”  When  Fremont’s  in- 
subordination  led  to  bis  removal  by  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  Koerner  used  his  influ- 
ence  to  quiet  the  prevailing  discontent 
among  the  Germans,  assuring  Lincoln 
that  however  dissatisfied  they  might  be 
for  the  moment,  they  were  thoroughly 
loyal  to  the  Lhiion.^ 

Düring  the  latter  part  of  the  war 
Koerner  was  withdrawn  from  active  pol- 
itics  in  the  United  States  by  his  appoint- 
ment  as  minister  to  Spain,  where  he 
succeeded  Carl  Schurz.  He  was  not  al- 
together  satisfied  with  the  Spanish  mis- 
sion  and  would  have  preferred  either 


r>erlin  or  Vienna,  but  his  efforts  to  effect 
an  exchange  were  unsuccessful.  Düring 
the  French  intervention  in  Mexico  the 
Spanish  Government  required  careful 
handling  and  Koerner  seems  to  have 
done  his  work  with  skill  and  tact. 

He  returned  to  the  United  States  in 
1864,  and  in  the  first  stages  of  the  re- 
construction  supported  the  congression- 
al  radicals  against  President  Johnson, 
Publishing  in  the  Chicago  Tribüne  a 
number  of  articles  in  defense  of  his 
party.  Düring  Grant’s  administration, 
however,  he  gradually  drifted  out  of 
sympathy  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  helieved  that  the  influences  ahout  the 
President  were  thoroughly  corrupt,  and, 
as  a German,  was  especially  annoyed  l^v 
the  sale  of  arms  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment during  the  Franco-Prussian  war. 
Under  these  circumstances  Koerner  was 
naturally  drawn  into  the  liberal  Repidj- 
lican  movement,  and,  in  the  unsuccessful 
campaign  of  1872,  he  was  the  Liberal- 
Republican  and  Democratic  candidate 
for  governor.  Four  years  later,  in  the 
Hayes-Tilden  campaign,  he  definitely  re- 
sumed  his  membership  in  the  Democratic 
party,  taking  sharp  issue  at  this  point 
with  Carl  Schurz. 

The  last  years  of  Koerner’s  life  are 
of  less  interest  to  the  Student  of  na- 
tional history,  though  he  took  a keen 
interest  in  current  issues.  His  principal 
achievement  during  this  period  was  the 
publication  of  his  “Deutsche  Element,” 
one  of  the  most  important  contributions 
to  the  literature  of  this  subject. 


5)  In  a confidential  letter  to  General  Halleck  (Works,  first  Nicolay  and  Hay,  Ed.  II., 
117),  Lincoln  g’ives  this  interesting’  estimate  of  Koerner  : 

“My  dear  sir  : The  Germans  are  true  and  patriotic,  and  so  far  as  they  have  g-ot  cross 
in  Missouri  it  is  upon  mistake  and  misunderstanding.  Without  a knowledge  of  its  contents, 
Governor  Koerner,  of  Illinois,  will  hand  you  this  letter.  He  is  an  educated  and  talented 
German  gentleman,  as  true  a man  as  lives.  With  his  assistance  you  can  set  everything 
right  with  the  Germans.  I write  this  without  his  knowledge,  asking  him  at  the  same  time, 
by  letter,  to  deliver  it.  My  clear  judgment  is  that,  with  reference  to  the  German  element  in 
your  command,  you  should  have  Governor  Koerner  with  you;  and  if  agreeable  to  you  and 
him,  I will  make  him  a brigadier-general,  so  that  he  can  afford  to  so  give  his  time.  He  does 
not  wish  to  command  in  the  field,  though  he  has  more  military  knowledge  than  many  who  do. 
If  he  goes  into  the  place,  he  will  simply  be  an  efficient,  zealous  and  unselfish  assistant  to 
you.  I say  all  this  upon  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  Governor  Koerner.” 
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Throughoiit  bis  long  career  Koerner 
soiight  to  niediate  between  bis  Gemian 
and  American  fricnds.  Diiring  bis  early 
life  in  America  be  frequently  contrib- 
uted  to  tbe  press  of  Germany  articles 
wbicb  were  intended  to  give  tbe  Gemian 
public  more  adequate  views  of  American 
life  and  institutions.  He  was  equally 
anxioiis  tbat  bis  American  neigbbors 
sbould  appreciate  tbe  real  cbaracter  and 
ideals  of  tbe  German  people.  His  own 
conception  of  tbe  German  element  in  its 
relation  to  American  life  is  perbaps  best 
stated  in  tbe  following  passage  from  an 
address  delivered  in  1873  to  a society 
of  German  pioneers : 

‘AVben  I speak  of  tbe  German  ele- 
ment, I do  not  mean  a living  togetber 


and  acting  togetber  exclusive  of  otber 
nationalities  in  tbis  country.  Wbat  I 
mean  is  solely  tbat  we  sbould  not  aban- 
don  our  German  views,  our  German 
manners  as  far  as  tbey  are  wortby  to 
be  kept  up,  but  to  instill  tbem  into  tbe 
American  life.  I mean  tbat  we  sbould 
let  our  German  spirit  pour  itself  into 
tbe  burning  floods,  wbicb  are  still  well- 
ing  up,  and  out  of  wbicb  in  tbe  course 
of  time  a national  type  will  be  cast.  Tbat 
wben  tbe  time  comes,  a good  part  of 
German  bonesty,  German  industry,  Ger- 
man geniality,  and,  above  all,  love  of  art 
and  tbe  Sciences,  may  be  discernible  in 
tbat  national  type,  let  us  all  and  you, 
German  pioneers,  above  all,  contribute 
witb  all  our  migbt.’’® 


(f>frdjidite  iicr  peutrd|cn  (Qulnctj’s. 
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Unter  beii  alten  i^ionieren,  bie 
Bei'onbers  im  önentlid)en  Seben  unferer 
3tabt  b^rüorqetban,  mar  5 t e b r i cf) 
Dobrig,  geboren  am  31.  Üfugiift  1826 
311  '13erfebnrg,  ^^reiö  iHittgeni'tein,  Ütegie= 
rnngebe3irf  ilfrneberg,  2l^e]ttalen.  3d)ün 
in  jungen  fahren  fam  berjelbe  nacb  imierm 
i^anbe,  betrieb  unter  Üfnberem  in  Üfrenb* 
nüte.  Gab  Gountg,  5^^inoiö,  eine  93tiible 
nnb  mürbe  non  jenem  3ijtrift  in  ben  3enat 
ber  iiegiHatnr  biejes  Staate»  gemdblt,  mo 
er  unter  bem  iltarnen  9Iea= 

r i cf  biente.  £bmot)f  er  jeinen  iltamen 
„amerifanifirt''  blieb  er  benno(^  ein 

guter  £euticf)er.  Später  fam  er  nacf) 
Siiincp'unb  betrieb  bi^c  sufammen  mit 
."oeinricb  iHenjcb  eine  t^anbhmg  mit  €efen, 
iyiedbmaaren  njm.  grübictbre  1873 

mürbe  Jyrebericf  9tearicf  3um  äliapor  ber 
Stabt  Cnincp  gemäbÜ  unb  im  griibiabr 
1874  erfolgte  feine  iELUebermabf.  Söäbrenb 
feine»  smeiten  Termin»  al§  ibtapor  fe^te 


Dleariif  es  burcb,  baß  bie  Segisfatur  ein  @e= 
feb  annabm,  unter  metdbem  ber  if'O'Iiseima^ 
giftrat  auf  4 5'abre  gemäbft  mirb.  3tacb 
ÜXbfauf  feine§  i?rmtMermins  ats  ?l?at)or  trat 
iltearicf  felbft  für  ba§  3fmt  be»  'i}NoIi3eimagi= 
ftrats  auf,  mürbe  aber  burdb  ben  jRepubIi= 
faner  Gbarfe§  §.  iOZorton  gefcbfagen,  Tie= 
fes  mar  eine  fcbmere  Gnttäufibung  für  ben 
recht  fähigen  9liann.  '©efcbäftlicbe  Unter* 
nebmungen  fdbfugen  ebenfafts  fehl.  Spä* 
ter  mürbe  er  311111  S'rieben»ridbter  gemäblt. 
5fm  31.  iOJär3  1885  ftarb  er. 

@ e 0 r g e i f e n b u r g e r,  geboren 
am  24.  iütär3  1817  311  'Iteiiburg,  f)U)ein= 
bapern,  trat  bort  mit  Glifabetb  ^'firmann 
in  bie  Gbe.  1849  fam  ba» 

’ijsaar  nadb  Ciiincp,  mo  bie  ftarb.  ^m 
^abre  1853  trat  ÜBeifenburger  mit  ber 
3iUttmc  ^iilia  Säufer,  geb  Temant,  in  bie 
Gbe.  Tie  grau  mar  am  2.  S[)iär3  1819  311 
^reu3nacb  an  ber  9fabe,  9iegierung§be3irf 
^obleii3,  geboren,  unb  bort  mit  Söafter 


6)  Taken  from  the  English  Version  in  Koerner’s  manuscript  autobiography. 


